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College dissolves ties with - 


© Arts 
Podcast lets student music 
‘m= Compositions be heard 


No : 
ommunity cae 


statewide student activist group 


Fee debates and lack 
of coordinator ends 
MassPIRG at NECC 


By Dustin LUCA 
Editor 


At the conclusion of the spring 
-2006 semester, remaining members 
of the on-campus club representing 
Massachusetts Public Interest 
Research group, a student-driven 
_ public activism group also known as 
MassPIRG, decided to dissolve their 
relationship with MassPIRG with- 
out prejudice or discrimination. 

“We're hoping that, eventually, 
this will change,” said Meredith 
Gunning, professor of philosophy at 
Northern Essex and one of the three 
co-advisors to the MassPIRG-affili- 
ated group on campus. “It isn't nec- 
essarily a permanent severing of 
ties. But, for the time being, the ties 
are broken.” 

The proposition to break the ties 
with MassPIRG, which as of late 
fought locally for lower emissions 
utilities, an increase in homeless- 
ness awareness and widened support 
of a universal recycling system, was 
first suggested back in the fall 2005 
semester, when debates behind the 
necessity of an optional $7 fee paid 
by students took center stage among 
members of the college community. 

“Certain administrators at this 
college believe that the $7 fee is not 


an educational fee. They were not 
comfortable with it, so they lead it 
as an optional fee,” said Gunning, 
adding that the fee was made avail- 
able primarily on initial tuition bills 
and accompanied with very few 
details behind the purpose of the 
fee, if any at all. 

“(Students) are not going to pay 
$7 for something when they don't 
know what it is for, and I don't 
blame them,” Gunning added. 

According to Priscilla Bellairs, 
an English professor at Northern 
Essex, while students paying their 
way with tuition could add the $7 
MassPIRG fee to their bill, students 
enrolled in financial aid had to pay 
the fee out of pocket. 

“The way (MassPIRG) fees are 
collected here does not result in a 
sufficient payment to MassPIRG,” 
said Bellairs. “It was a refusable 
fee. Given the choice, students 
refused.” 

According to Gunning, the low 
number of paid fees also led to 
greater problems. 

“We couldn't pay for a coordina- 
tor on campus,” said Gunning, 
adding that, per year, Northern 
Essex only collected around $600. 
“Our funding is significantly lower 
than the other campuses. We are the 
bare bottom of the list... On other 
campuses, they collect thousands of 
dollars a year.” 

Bellairs also said that, without a 
permanent coordinator, the group on 
campus was essentially flying blind. 

“We had four years of just a 
revolving door on reps and that 


College VP found 
mnocent in court 


Andrews not guilty on 
last springs drunken 
driving charges 


By JEssicA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


‘Mark Andrews, vice president 


of administration, was found not. 


guilty of operating under the influ- 
ence of intoxicating liquor on June 
12, 2006 in the Newburyport 
District Court, according to court 
documents now available to the 
public. 

Andrews was pulled over on 
Sunday, Jan. 22, 2006 on Merrill 
Street in the city of Amesbury, 
Mass., by Amesbury Officer Steven 


Reed, according to the Amesbury 
Police Department. According to 
the police report, Reed was running 
radar on Main Street when he 
observed Andrews' vehicle travel- 
ing between 58 and 60 miles per 
hour in a 30 mile per hour zone. 

After being pulled over, 
Andrews was arrested and charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
under the influence, according to 
police reports. 

Other than confirming that an 
arrest was made, the Police 
Department was unable to com- 
ment in any other way. 

Andrews was found responsible 
for the count of speeding and was 
later assessed to pay the fine man- 
dated by the Court, according to 
court documents. 


made for discontinuity and difficul- 
ty of recruiting students and doing 
projects here at NECC,” said 
Bellairs. “Last fall, the group tried 
running without a coordinator, bur- 
dening the coordinators duties on 
three faculty advisors.” 

The three advisors were 
Gunning, faculty member Kathryn 
Moyes and previous faculty member 
Kaori Kelts, who is no longer 
employed at Northern Essex. 

Additionally, with very few stu- 
dents coming to regularly scheduled 
meetings, the ability to make an 
impact, the goal behind MassPIRG, 
proved to be difficult, according to 
Bellairs. 

“By January, the faculty who 
had been most involved felt it was 
more desirable to request that they 
separate from the state group amica- 
bly than to go on with an uneasy, 
unsuccessful arrangement,” said 
Bellairs. “So, they petitioned the 
(MassPIRG) State Board and said, 


Wahome impresses 
and is named athlete 
of the week 


By JAY COOREY 
Sports Editor 


The Northern Essex cross-coun- 
try team hasn't had a top-10 finish 
since 2001, but that doesn't have the 
Knights down, as freshman Geoff 
Wahome has impressed so far this 
season and given NECC a player to 
build around. For the past two 
meets, the first-year runner has been 
the leading runner for Northern 
Essex. 

Last week, he claimed the 
NJCAA Division III Athlete of the 
Week award. He became just the 
third NECC cross-country athlete to 
win the award since the cross-coun- 
try program was started in 1998. 
The last to win it was Amesbury star 
Laura Rudd last year. 

“We were very surprised that 
Wahome got the award his first 
competition,” said cross-country 
coach Dawn Caputo. “It is a rarity 
that a freshman receives it.” 

In his first race of the year last 
weekend, he tied the Knights’ fresh- 
man record set in 1999 by Tim 
Short. At Gordon College in 
Wenham, Wahome ran the five-mile 
race with a time of 28:08. He was 
the top freshman in the race, finish- 
ing sixth overall. More impressive 
was the fact he did it in rainy, 


instead of having another election, 
they would just separate.” 

In light of the dissolving of ties 
between Northern Essex and 
MassPIRG, there is a prospect of 
previous members of the MassPIRG 
club on campus joining forces with 
the Contemporary Affairs Club to 
continue and complete existing pro- 
jects, while working on others as 
well. 

“The Contemporary _Affairs 
Club is helping to\get them started. 
We're established, and they're not. 
So we are going to help them get 
established,” said Stephen Russell, 
advisor to the Contemporary Affairs 
Club. “There's gf interest in doing 
something mor¢ tied in with the 
community.” 

Russell addéd that the idea of 
the club working with the remaining 
members of the MassPIRG group 
was suggested and supported by stu- 
dents at the college. 

“The important thing is that the 


A rare ‘feet’ for freshman 


muddy conditions. 

As if that weren't enough from 
the former Lowell High standout, 
this past weekend, he proceeded to 
break Short's record. At the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island's 8k track, Geoff ran a 
27:52.83 at the Tri-State 
Invitational. 

Also putting forth strong efforts 
were sophomore Mike Cenower and 
freshman Stalin Roberts. Cenower 
finished 83rd in the field and 
Roberts finished his first ever five 


mile race. 

But it was 
Wahome stealing the 
spotlight, finishing 


eighth overall in addi- 
tion to again being the 
top freshman finisher. 

Caputo was very 
impressed by 
Wahome's latest per- 
formance. 

The Knights will 
again need Wahome to 
be sharp as they will 
head back to CCRI, 


who will host the § or Unfortunately, 
NJCAA Northeast Geoff Wahome is well on there have been 
District Championship pace to break some records. several inquiries 
on October 28th. about joining the 


Only running for just over a 
year, he had to work extensively in 
the summer to be able to compete, 
and that's just what he did. 

“He worked very hard during 
the summer to prepare for the fall,” 
added Caputo, “All the credit goes 
to him for putting in the work, and 
as a result, we have the best fresh- 


students get interested,” said 
Russell. “Those students interested 
in helping to reach out and make 
things better should probably con- 
tact professor Gunning. I know she 
would be happy to hear from them.” 

“We need a core of students to 
really get this going,” Russell 
added. 

As an example of a project in the 
works, Russell mentioned the ongo- 
ing effort to improve the situation at 
the intersection between routes 110 
and 495, an intersection that is cur- 
rently organized in a way that has 
been responsible in past years for 
many car accidents, some proving to 
be fatal. 

This is just one of many exam- 
ples of what the group can hopeful- 
ly accomplish. 

“All you need is a dozen stu- 
dents who show up every week or 
two weeks, and you'd have enough 
to support the initiative,” said Bell- 
airs. 


man we have had since Short.” 

Geoff graduated this past sum- 
mer from Lowell High School. He 
was one of the top runners in high 
school, running 5k under 17 minutes 
and under 10 minutes on two-mile 
courses. 

Wahome will have his hopes set 
for breaking the school record o 
27:04 that is held by former 
Haverhill star runner Larry Fowle. 
With at least another year, it would 
be hard not to see him improve and 
set several records. 

“Since we have Geoff it is 
imperative that we 
build a team around 
him,” said Caputo. 
“Tt will be our best 
chance since '01 for 
a top 10 National 
finish.” 

Already recruit- 
ing for teams for 
next season, Caputo 
has lined up three 


team this year that have not showed 
up. 

The course for next years 
Nationals will be in a place known 
well to Caputo, that much is for 
sure, and with more surprise ath- 
letes such as Geoff Wahome, the 
future could be a lot brighter for the 
Knights. 


Page 2 NECC Observer Oct. 4, 2006 


With 300 million, 
we need MassPIRG 


PERSON. 

USA Today ran some content 
online and in its weekly magazine 
recently about how, in October, the 
population of the United States is 
expected to pass the 300 million 
mark. 

300 million citizens — it's almost 
hard to imagine there being that 
many people in a single country until 
you consider the size of India and 
China, two countries with popula- 
tions that make ours look miniscule. 

The feature also talked a bit 
about how the rise in population will 
affect the country when more people 
are using Medicare and Social 
Security funds in a nation that's fill- 
ing up more and more every day. 

It would, as you could imagine, 
make the already existing problems 
in our area more significant. 

Take homelessness and recycling 
for example. With more people in 
the world, there will be a greater 
need for jobs, and the possibility that 
there will be fewer available jobs to 
those who need them most. This 
could directly affect the unemploy- 
ment rate and the rate of homeless- 
ness in ways we can't even yet imag- 
ine. 

And with 300 million citizens, 
there will be a lot more trash being 
produced daily, so recycling will, 


more than ever, take center stage—or 
else available space not covered in 
human waste will be a novelty in 20 
or 30 years. 

By 2042, the population is 
expected to have hit a critical point 
when it passes the 400 million mark. 
By that time, today's college genera- 
tion will be in their late 50s or early 
60s. And by that time, it will be too 
late for us with Medicare having 
been in the hole for 30 years and 
Social Security also having long 
since been a dream. 

Isn’t it a convenient time for 
NECC to dissolve its ties with 
MassPIRG, a group known for its 
efforts to promote programs for the 
homeless and launching recycling 
initiatives? 

Let's face it. The knowledge that 
MassPIRG provides, or provided, us 
with is knowledge that we can't 
afford to not have in 10 years. What 
will we do when we start having to 
destroy neighborhoods to store our 
trash? Or when people overburdened 
by the number of neighbors are beat 
out when trying to get a degrading 
job at a crummy food establishment? 
By the time it actually starts affecting 
us, we'll be too old to do anything 
about it... but we can do something 
about it now before we travel the 
road ahead. 

The first step down that road is to 
bring MassPIRG back. 
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Do you know what MassPIRG is? 
Should they have left campus? 


Dan Grant, Liberal Arts 

“No. I’ve never heard of MassPIRG, 
so I guess it’s not a big deal that 
they’re gone.” 


Jose Gonzalez, Business Transfer 


“TJ don’t know, I don’t know who they 
are, or anything about them, I’m only 


a part-time student.” 


Ever Javier, Undeclared 
“No, I don’t know who they are.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Lauren Dupree, Business Mgmt. 
“No opinion.” 


Jay Hobson, Journalism 

“Yes. Kick them off campus! They 
charged a $7 optional fee with your 
tuition, and I don’t think anyone ever 
paid it.” 


Erinn Whitmore, Graphic Design 
“T have no opinion. I’ve never even 
heard of them!” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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When did ‘feminist’ 
become a dirty word? 


It time to brush up 
the vocabulary of 
women 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editcr 


“When did 

you become 

“such a femi- 
nist?” 

It wasn't 
the question 
that surprised 
me. Nor was it 
the insulting, 
accusatory 
tone, used in a 
way one would 

speak to me if, for example, I had 
decided to drop out of school and 
join the circus: disbelieving, skepti- 
cal and condescending. It wasn't 
even the fact that it came from my 
younger, taller, and prettier sister, 
my friend and rival since birth, who 
somehow always got the upper hand 
when it came to our relationship. 

No, what surprised me the most 
was that when she said that, I actual- 
ly felt offended. 

Correct me if I'm wrong, but 

we're only supposed to be offended 
when someone insults us, am I right? 
So why, when she called me a “fem- 
inist,” did I have the urge to spit bad 
names right back into her face? 
_ You see, I am a feminist. I don't 
work for special organizations, and I 
don't write for a women's journal. I 
don't go to rallies and I'm not major- 
ing in women's studies. But J am a 
feminist, for one simple reason: I am 
a woman. 

And all women should be femi- 
nists, right? I mean, why wouldn't 
you want to secure an equal place for 
your gender in society? Why would- 
n't you want to avoid disrespect 
based solely upon your gender? It's 
an easy decision, right? 

Then why does it seem to me 
_ that feminism's greatest enemy is not 
men, but women themselves? 

First of all, look at females in 
social situations. Forget “The 
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants,” 
and start thinking along the lines of 


“Mean Girls.” Studies have shown 
that even as children, young girls 
tend to form factions and fight with 
each other, whereas young boys tend 
to play and get-along with everyone. 
Even as you get older, a girl is most 
likely to be betrayed by a close 
friend. Not only that, but have you 
noticed that when a man leaves a 
woman for a different one, the 
woman has a tendency to hate the 
other woman more than the ex that 
broke her heart? 

When you grow up knowing that 
your closest friend could one day 
become your worst enemy, it's tough 
to trust other members of your gen- 
der. Many girls end up forming rela- 
tionships with boys instead, and this 
gives her a measure of self-worth: if 
she's the object of their desire, she 
thinks herself more attractive than 
other females, whereas if she's sim- 
ply “one of the guys,” she prides 
herself on being able to keep up’with 
the supposedly stronger and tougher 
sex. 

Sadly, magazines geared toward 
and written by women seem to 
accentuate this theory that women 
need to feel accepted by men, not 
other women, to build their self- 
esteem. Magazines are filled with 
fashion and beauty and sex tips, all 
explaining how to keep and pleasure 
a man. 

Obviously, there are women who 
reject these magazines and ideas. 
The more extreme of these women 
have stated that the only way to 
break out of social conditioning is to 
raise women's power Over men, or 
even separate men from women into 
supposedly utopian societies. 

These women call themselves 
“feminists,” but I like to call them 
“delusional” and “misguided.” 
Women who want to separate male 
and female, or convert our patriar- 
chal society into a matriarchal one, 
have completely missed out on the 
point of feminism. These women are 
out of touch with reality, and their 
extremist views put off the fellow 
female. 

Between misunderstanding what 
femitiism is, or rejecting the notion 
of feminism as an idealistic dream, 
it's no wonder that even a woman 
who views herself as a feminist can 
feel dirty upon hearing the word. 


And so, I spit the insult back into 
my sister's face. 

“But aren't you a feminist?” I 
asked. 

“Are you serious?” She laughed. 
“‘T would have loved to live back 
then when all I had to do was sit 
around and take care of the house, 
and my husband would just take care 
of me. What's wrong with that?” 

What's wrong with that? There's 
nothing wrong with that. Another 
thing feminist extremists get wrong 
is that it's okay for a woman to 
choose staying home and taking care 
of the house over going to work. 

“But that was all you could do,” 
I responded lightly. 

“Whatever,” my sister muttered. 

Whatever. Whatever is right. 
Compared to the past, I can do what- 
ever I want. Feminist is a dirty word 
because it's been diluted. Feminism 
was never about women taking 
power away from men; it was about 
sharing it. It wasn't about staying 
home or going to work; it was about 
having the freedom to choose. 
Freedom and equality, that's all fem- 
inism is. It's so simple, but people 
make it far more complicated than it 
should be. 

Things may not be completely 
equal, but we've come a long way 
since the first suffragettes argued for 
our right to vote. When I see a group 
of college students, male and female, 
sitting outside the hall and laughing 
with one another, I know feminism 
is responsible for that. When I go out 


with a male friend, who is REALLY - 


just a friend, feminism is responsible 
for that too. And when I see my sis- 
ter getting ready to go out to the club 
on a Saturday night, in her halter top 
and form-fitting jeans with her girl- 
friends, what she doesn't realize is 
that feminism is responsible for the 
sources of happiness in her life as 
well. 

Ladies, think about the everyday 
things you do that you might be tak- 
ing for granted. Even being able to 
go to college — that wasn't something 
most women did. Thank our fore- 
mothers for the sacrifices they gave 
to get us here, and the next time 
someone calls you a feminist, just 
smile at them, and take it as a com- 
pliment. 


Campus Gripes: What’s with the doors? 


Why arent any of 


them open? 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


So I was late to class the other 
day. I didn't get to campus until 
10:58. I stormed through the halls of 
the E Building, moving as fast as I 
could without running and looking 
like a freak, one hand clutching my 
cell phone, as I kept glancing at the 
time. I made it through the hall, and 
reached the door which separated me 
from the staircase that lead up and 
directly to my classroom. I grabbed 
the doorknob and turned and— 

IT WAS LOCKED. : 

I couldn't believe it. I turned it 
again, hoping I had made some sort 
of mistake, but the truth was clear: 
The door was stubborn and wouldn't 


budge. I began to kick at the door 
and shake the knob, hoping someone 
would hear it and unlock it for me. 
Sadly, the hallways were deserted, 
and I was alone. 

Today I got to class, and the door 
was closed again, but thankfully, not 
locked. I wondered why it was even 
closed to begin with. Then, after 
class, I made my way to the Spurk 
Building, only to discover some- 
thing horrifying. 

EVERY DOOR IN THE 
BUILDING IS CLOSED. 

And it's not like you just have a 
pair of doors at the beginning of 
every wing. Nooo, instead you have 
a door leading into the building, then 
a door at the beginning of a wing, 
then a door in the middle of the 
wing, then a door at the top of every 
staircase, then a door leading into 
bathrooms, where the men's and 
women's rooms each have their own 
door. It wasn't until today that I real- 
ized how many doors there were and 


how heavy they are, and how annoy- 
ing it is to have to open a new one 
every 20 feet. 

Is it so hard to prop the doors 
open in the morning? Did the person 
who's in charge of this little task 
quit, and we couldn't find anyone 
qualified enough to replace them? 
What happens if there's a deadly fire 
in the building? What then? Will I 
have to jump out of a third floor win- 
dow because someone mistakenly 
locked the door to the stairs? 

So whoever is responsible for 
opening the doors, please do your 
job. Or buy some doorstops, or 
something. 

As for the other day, I wound up 
going back downstairs and circling 
around the entire building. When I 
finally got to class, I was almost 10 
minutes late. Then my only pen died, 
which is something that has nothing 
to do with the doors, but I blame 
them anyway. 


Computer assesment test 


Dear Editor: 

Have you ever taken a step back 
from reality, and thought about what 
they are actually testing you on? Only 
the basic math, English, and writing. 
However, what about the students who 
are taking computer courses? 

With most computer courses here 
at Northern Essex, it is required to have 
at least a C in Introduction to 
Computers to take classes such as 
Computer Applications and 
Introduction to Computer Networking. 
However, most students don't take this 
class, which could potentially make 
more advanced classes such as 
Computer Applications either extreme- 
ly hard for these students because they 
have yet to gain knowledge of comput- 
ers, or extremely easy for them because 
they know all of the things being taught 
at a slow pace for the stragglers. 

What should Northern Essex do, 
you ask? Northern Essex should have a 
placement test on campus for those tak- 
ing computer courses. It would give 


students the opportunity to take more 
challenging courses, and the opportuni- 
ty to take classes based on personal 
knowledge of the computer and to be 
put with others of the same ability, It is 
unfair for students who have a lot of 
knowledge of computers to be put with 
students who do not understand what 
they are doing. Those who do not test 
well on the test should be put into an 
Introduction to Computers course, 
rather than cause their GPA to suffer in 
one class that they know nothing about. 

An assessment test for computers 
would be a great idea for Northern 
Essex. It would give students the 
chance to enrich their minds in differ- 
ent areas of computers. That's why I 
believe this school needs this test: so 
that students can succeed. 

Sincerely, 


Katie Freeman 
Haverhill, Mass. 


Look on the bright side of 
the dead falling leaves 


Dear Editor, 

How ya doin'? I enjoyed your arti- 
cle about more effective ways to 
remove burdensome leaves from your 
lawn. I have a jug of gasoline and about 
20 children waiting at home for me 
right now. It's about time someone 
addressed the issues presented to us 
during the fall season. (As you said — 
dead chipmunks in the gutter.) 

However, I can't help but feel 
somewhat saddened by your pes- 
simistic view of fall. You only briefly 
mention the good parts of the season 
(apple cider, pumpkin pie, and a sarcas- 
tic view of your relatives). You failed to 
include the beauty of the leaves on the 
trees before they fall off and endanger 


awake the moment you step out the 
door, the starting of school and the 
hours of learning you may now enjoy, 
and the friendly five pounds you gain 
near the end of November. 

With so many good things to enjoy, 
I think the only thing that really makes 


people homicidal during this delightful 


season is the threat of a dark, cold win- 

ter looming in the near future. If you try 

and forget about the stress of raking and 

concentrate on the happy tidings that 

come with fall, you really can enjoy it. 
Give my regards to the chipmunks. 
Yours truly, 


Ripley Doten 
Wilmington, Mass. 


lives, the brisk, crisp air that forces you 


“It's important to remember that feminism is no longer 
a group of organizations or leaders. It's the expecta- 
tions that parents have for their daughters, and their 
sons, too. It's the way we talk about and treat one 
another. It's who makes the money and who makes 
the compromises and who makes the dinner. It's a 
state of mind. It's the way we live now.” 


—Anna Quindlan 


“Men, their rights, and nothing more; women, their 


rights, and nothing less.” 


—Susan B. Anthony 


“Women do not have to sacrifice personhood if they 
are mothers. They do not have to sacrifice mother- 
hood in order to be persons. Liberation was meant to 
expand women's opportunities, not to limit them. The 
self-esteem that has been found in new pursuits can 


also be found in mothering.” 
—Elaine Heffner 


“Does feminist mean a large unpleasant person who'll 
shout at you or someone who believes women are 
human beings? To me it's the latter, so | sign up.” 


—Margaret Atwood 


“Any woman whose |.Q. hovers above her body tem- 
perature must be a feminist.” 


—Rita Mae Brown 
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‘Hey guys, let’s destroy the planet!’ 


Or... how I learned to 
stop worrying and 
love the Big Bang 


By DUSTIN LUCA 
Editor 


. Decrerp 
underground on 
the Franco- 
Swiss border,” 
scientists are 
preparing for 
what is being 
referred to as 
the “Baby 
Bang”  experi- 
ment. In short, 
they're going to 
do something crazy with protons that 
could, possibly, create a rift in space 
and, among other things, reduce the 
planet to nothing more than stardust. 
I swear — this is NOT a joke. 

According to a Reuters article 
posted in the New Zealand Herald on 
Sept. 11, a project named the Large 
Hadron Collider, a 27 kilometer long 
particle accelerator constructed at 
Switzerland's’: CERN Experimental 
Facility, is preparing for its primary 
mission — to take two protons and 
hurtle them at each other at “unimag- 
inable speeds” in an attempt to, that's 
right, destroy the planet. 

Wait a second... I fear ] am con- 
fused. Really, they're doing this in an 
attempt to replicate the Big Bang, a 


." 


theory suggesting that, hundreds of 
billions of years ago, the New 
Zealand Herald published a Reuters 
article. 

In the article, Dr. Brian Cox, rep- 
resenting Manchester University, 
said “these beams will have the 
kinetic energy of an aircraft carrier 
slammed into the size of a zero on a 
20p piece.” 

I can't even begin to imagine 
what a 20p piece is. But that's okay, 
because I'm not involved with this 
experiment. 

Dr. Cox went on to say that the 
experiment will go 
into an area that 
“we don't really 
understand,” and 
that the smashing 
of the particles 
could lead to excit- 
ing things like tiny © 
black holes, possi- 
bly offering us a 
view at dark matter, 
the main ingredient 
of nearly 70 percent of the energy in 
our universe that, admittedly, the sci- 
entists don't even know anything 
about. 

We could accomplish all that, or 
the thorough destruction of Earth. 

Yes, there is a drawback to the 
experiment. According to the scien- 
tists, there is a calculated one in 10 to 
the negative 40 chance (a 1 in 
10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,00 
0,000,000,000,000,000 chance) that 
the planet can be destroyed in the 
process. The scientists say these 
odds are “extremely low.” 


What will you remember 
about college? 


College is about the 
friends and memories 


By KELSEY KANE 
Contributing Reporter 


When we’re older, thinking back 
and remembering our time in college, 
each of us shouldn’t just remember the 
long classes and the never-ending 
homework assignments — we should 
remember the people. 

Many say that college is where stu- 
dents can meet their friends for life. 
Being a student myself at Northern 
Essex, I feel that by attending a com- 
munity col- 


then go home to the comfort of their 
old friends. At a community college 
after class, the minute most students 
get a long break they’re running off 
home. It’s sad to say but I know I do it; 
I’m usually the first one out of my chair 
and running towards the door to get 
home as soon as possible. I want to 
change that though. Since a lot of my 
old friends are now away at college 
meeting new people, I feel it’s impor- 
tant I do the same. What does one have 
to lose? In fact, one could actually gain 
a few things. ; 

It is true that it takes a certain kind 
of person to be able to just walk up and 
meet someone new, but it’s a quality I 
wish more people had, myself includ- 

ed. For 


lege . we ¢ ¢ those of us 
lose what who aren’t 
other  stu- as outgoing, 
dents get to Who knows, one may be © tyjoininga 
experience club or a 
ata tad, Lucky enough to meet the sports He 
tional fou- Jove of their life, or simplya = wee 
year unl- (3 ’ aSsevda. or 
versity. we, friend they'll have forever. ; h ec 
in a way, women’s 
lose the volleyball 


chance to make long-lasting friends, 
simply because we don’t feel the need 
to try as hard. 

At a state school where each stu- 
dent lives in a dorm, students are actu- 
ally forced to meet new people, or at 
least one person. Students who have 
had experience living at a college and 
now go to a community college say 
that it’s nothing like living in a dorm. 
Also, in university classes students 
tend to feel the need to meet people 
more, since these people are going to 
be the ones in their life for quite some 
time. It’s not like a community college 
where students can just attend class and 


: team. The 
result may be meeting tons of new peo- 
ple, or discovering something enjoy- 
able to do that has never been tried 
before. 

What it basically comes down to is 
that it’s important to be outgoing, 
because people never know who they 
may meet. Who knows, one may be 
lucky enough to meet the love of their 
life, or simply a friend they’Il have for- 
ever. 

A friend one can look back and talk 
about when someone asks those six lit- 
tle words, what do you remember 
about college? 


But that is a pretty good stab at 
some concrete mathematical guesses, 
considering they don't even know 
what will come out of the black holes 
they will hopefully be creating. I 
mean, what if dark matter is really 
just a bunch of angry bees? You 
know, giant, laser beam firing bees 
from the planet Nucliptonia? That 
wouldn't be very fun, would it? 

Not to mention, you probably 
wouldn't feel your entire body being 
torn into countless molecular pieces 
in the event that the entire planet is 
instantaneously digested into a man- 


Ge Ge eee 


Maybe they should use their awesome 
_miles-long particle cannon to do other 
things, such as find an exit strategy for 
the war in Iraq. | . 


made black hole. It almost makes the 
prospect of us destroying the planet 
with nuclear war less exciting, does- 
n't it? 

I have an idea. Instead of invest- 
ing billions of moneys trying to 
accomplish something that could 
throw everything we ever accom- 


_ plished out the window in a flash, 


maybe they should use their awe- 
some miles-long particle cannon to 
do other things, such as find an exit 
strategy for the war in Iraq. 

Or maybe that's what they're 
referring to when they refer to things 


like “dark matter.” For all we know, 
the exit strategy could be really 
scary, which might be why we don't 
have one at the moment. Heck, I 
don't know. I'm just a Journalism 
major. Asking me anything relative 
to political science is like asking a 
one-legged puppy to read braille. 
But don't worry; nuclear war will 
probably destroy us first. As it turns 
out, this machine is very, very slow. 
Dr. Cox went on to add that, “It will 
be turned on next year and run for... 
probably 20 years and the first results 
— if the machine behaves itself — 
should start coming 
out within a year.” 
Wait a minute. 


If the machine 
behaves itself? 
What does that 


mean? Is this a hint 
that, on top of the 
“extremely low” 
chances that the 
Earth could become 
nothing more than 
mankind's flatulence in a heartbeat, 
the machine can MISBEHAVE? 

Personally, I would leave the 
‘misbehave’ feature out. But, actual- 
ly, I would like to know what he 
means by the machine misbehaving. 
Will it decide to, instead of tossing 
protons at each other, spend 20 years 
writing poop jokes and then spend a 
year telling them all? Or maybe the 
machine will intentionally summon 
killer space bees from Nucliptonia, 
and laugh as the bees start shooting 
laser beams at all of the world's 
major cities. 


And what would they say as the 
enraged insects of mankind's ingenu- 
ity fire the laser beams of ground- 
breaking discovery at our skyscrap- 


‘ers of plutonic understanding? It 


isn't exactly like they can tell the 
machine to go sit in the corner and 
think about what it's done, especially 


-when it is 27 kilometers long and 


doesn't have legs. Or ears. 

Or a heart, at least when it has the 
computerized cojones to spawn ten- 
story-tall death insects on us like it's 
some practical joke. 

Other than the ability to see far 
and distant universes as if they are 
five feet in front of us, or the ability 
to stand witness to presented evi- 


dence of countless dimensions never . ~ 


before seen by humankind, or even 
the prospect that we might be able to 
have a better understanding as to how 
the universe was started eons ago, 
there is absolutely NOTHING good 
that can come out of this experiment, 
and because of that, I feel that the 
“scientific pioneers” over at CERN 
should immediately destroy any 
plans they have drawn up for this 
experiment. 

“We're going to make mini Big 
Bangs,” Dr. Cox said to the Herald... 

NO, YOU ARE NOT. YOU 
ARE GOING TO SCREW EVERY- 
THING UP FOR ALL OF US AND — 
THEN REALLY BAD THINGS 


‘ARE GOING TO HAPPEN TO 


EVERYBODY... but not before 
almost all of Switzerland says, “Oh 
boy, those are some angry looking 
bees.” 


The American Nightmare ~ 


America is a land 
run by hypocrites 
and liars 


By KIMBERLY ANN DENAULT 
Contributing Reporter 


America is not “The Land of the 
Free.” If you read the Constitution or 
listen to one of the yapping politi- 
cians on TV, mainly our President 
George W. Bush, you would think it 
is. If you investigated further, how- 
ever, and had an ounce of common. 
sense in you, you would realize that 
the Constitution is not being upheld 
and that what we read and hear, for 
the most part, is politically fueled 
propaganda put out with the intention 
of ‘stimulating the economy and 
therefore fatten already bulging 
pockets. 

Don't get me wrong. I do not 
think America is the worst country in 
the world. I think there are a lot of 
great things about it. Then again, 
Charles Manson's mother would 
probably tell you there are a lot of 
good things about her son and she'd 
be right. If you're reading this and 
saying the common response of a 
fanatical American (“If you don't like 
it, then get out”), believe me I would 
love to. Hypocrisy makes me sick. In 
case you haven't noticed though, it's 
pretty hard to get out these days, 
even for the average American. And I 
do not fall into that category anyway. 
I am a prisoner in my own country. 

_ My first and one of my biggest 
gripes is “Freedom of Speech.” Well, 
it’s true you can say that you hate the 
president and not be killed (I think), 
but so what. You should be able to 
express your opinion anywhere. 
Countries that don't allow that are 


straight up evil. Just because we are 
“the lesser of two evils,” so to speak, 
doesn't mean we are. perfect. That 
whacked-out figure head of a 
President seems to think so, though. 
It seems he is utterly incapable of 
taking responsibility for his actions. I 
don't know if he just wants to save 
face or if he actually believes his own 
lies. I actually think it is the latter. 
What's that-called, again? I am not a 
psychology major, but I believe it's 
“sociopath” or “chronic, habitual 
liar.” Something like that. And he's in 
control? : 

I am digressing, though. We have 
freedom of speech only conditional- 
ly. Go into a courtroom in this coun- 
try and see if you can say what you 
want. Criminal, civil, probate, what- 
ever. You can't speak when you want. 
If you have a lawyer who doesn't 
know what he or she is doing and you 
feel compelled to say the truth or 
defend yourself, you will be seen ina 
bad light and told to stop talking. In 
court, when you give testimony dur- 
ing a trial, the opponent's lawyer can 
object. There is a “legal reason” 
backing it up, but the REAL reason is 
that they don't want you to say what- 
ever you're about to say. It doesn't 
matter if it's the truth. It doesn't mat- 
ter if it will help serve justice. It's all 
about technicalities, procedure, 
money and lies. 

Oh, but I thought it was called 
“the American justice system’’? It's 
more like who is more sneaky. Who 
knows more little legal loopholes. 
The current judicial system is 
UNJUST. And guess what, ladies and 
gentlemen? If I said that to the judge, 
he'd probably charge me with con- 
tempt of court. I do have contempt! I 
have hatred, forget contempt! That's 
against the law? My own feelings? 
How can “The Land of the Free” say 
that I do not even have the right to 


my own FEELINGS! That is revolt- 


ing and horrifying. . 
Another good one is, “Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of . 


Happiness.” Right. I know, through 
personal experience, that this is not 
true. I have been barred from all 
three. I have witnessed its denial to 
others, even children, countless 
times. The American government is 
slowly stripping us of our rights, but 
busily pilling us up, fattening us up, 
and sticking us in this materialistic 
rat race so we are too busy to notice. 
We are like well-kept pets. Pets are 
not free. And I don't know about you 
people, but I would rather be a wild 
animal. . 

America can be a beautiful place. 
There are many people fighting to 
attain and maintain the ideals of 
goodness and freedom. A lot of those 
people, sadly, are not the ones in 
power. The troops that get sent over 
and are injured or killed, they didn't 
start the war. Why aren't the people 
that start the wars fighting them? In 
medieval times the King was also the 
leader of his army and went out and 
fought with his “men in arms.” That's 
how it should be. These cowards 
cause and dictate the wars, but — 
they're not on the battlefield! That's 
fair? 

America is becoming an 
Orwellian Nightmare. Television 
might not literally spy on us, but it 
hypnotizes and brainwashes. And 
want to know something really 
funny? Or actually sad. George Bush 
says he's trying to set up a democra- 
cy in the middle east. Well, America 


_is not even a democracy. It is a demo- 


cratic republic. An illiterate person 
cannot teach a person to read, and a 
(selfish, lying, dumb, control-freak) 
dictator cannot teach justice and free- 
dom. 
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History professor to 
hold historical talks 


Richard Padova, an NECC fac- 
ulty member in the department of 
history, government, philosophy and 
economics, will be presenting two 
free historical talks this month. On 
Oct. 18 at 7 p.m. at the Sons of Italy 
on Marston Street in Lawrence, he 
will present “A Historical Look at 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition” on 
its bicentennial (1806-2006). This 
is sponsored by the Prospect Hill 
and Back Bay Neighborhood 
BesmsOe Cc) ia ti on. 

On Oct. 29 at 2 p.m. at the 
NECC Franklin Street campus in 
Lawrence, Richard will present 
“Lawrence, Saunders and Storrow: 
Meet the Founding Fathers of the 
City of Lawrence.” This is part of 
the White Fund lecture series. 


Podcasting guru to 
speak at NECC 


Northern Essex Community 
College’s Art and Design 
Department is hosting Podcasting 
expert Ben Williams, who will 
present a lecture titled “Viral 
Promotion Tips & Tricks for 
Creative Producers” on Thursday, 
Oeia2, at 7 p.m. in the 
Technology Center on _ the 
Haverhill campus. 

Podcasting is a method of dis- 
tributing multi-media files such as 
audio or video programs over the 
Internet using syndication feeds 
for playback on mobile devices 
and personal computers. 

Williams holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in advertising graphics with 
an emphasis on illustration and 
computer graphics. He has 
worked in the broadcast and 
media industry for more than nine 

years and has been using comput- 
| ers for more than 28 years. 

This event is free and open to 
the public. For additional infor- 
mation contact Trish Kidney at 
978-556-3389 or 
pkidney@necc.mass.edu. 


‘Renaissance Person’ 
student game show 
returns to NECC 


The LARC committee 
announces the return of “Who Wants 
to Be a Renaissance Person.” This 
student participation game show was 
held three times in the past with over 
200 vying for prizes and the coveted 
title of Renaissance Person. 

Enter Round 1 of the contest 
during the week of Oct. 16. Faculty 
will man tables in the lobby of the 
Spurk Building from 11 a.m. to | 
p.m. with a set of eight qualifying 
questions. Students with the best 
scores on this set will be invited back 
for Round 2, with additional ques- 
tions, during the week of Oct. 30. 
From this second pool, the final 
group of contestants will be selected. 

The Renaissance contest itself 
will be held in Lecture Hall A on 
Nov. 20 from noon to | p.m. hosted 
by NECC's own Jim Murphy. 

Watch for more info in the com- 
ing weeks. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Community walk helps to 
alleviate poverty in Lawrence 


Lawrence is the 
23rd poorest 
community in 
the United States 


By JULIO TEJEDA 
Contributing Reporter 


The seventh annual Hike 
for Hope took place Sunday, 
Oct. 1 at 1 p.m. at Merrimack 
College to raise money and 
help the Lazarus House build 
and maintain transitional 
housing in the city of 
Lawrence. 

The five-mile walk was 


held to help build a shelter 
for the homeless’ in 
Lawrence, the 23rd poorest 
community in the United 
States and the poorest in New 
England. Lana Schofield, the 
Director of Communications 
and special events for the 
Lazarus House said the event 
raised $286,000 last year, a 
phenomenal number consid- 
ering the fact they were 
going through a period called 
“donor's fatigue” as a result 
of Hurricane Katrina. 

“Last year was our 
record year,” said Schofield. 
“This year we are hoping to 
reach our goal, which is to 
raise $300,000.” 


invest in your futy 


FA, fen 


This year, the event 
asked for people to help and 
bring canned goods to the 
Hike for Hope as donations, 
since they lost 10 tons of 
food last May because of the 
flooding that damaged their 
food pantry in the shelter. 
Additionally, the registration 
deadline for teams to get 
their T-shirts with their 
names imprinted on them 
was on Sept. 10, but individ- 
uals could show up the day of 
the event and join the hikers 
as one team. 

“We have individuals 
that walk and register as well. 
You don't have to be on a 
team to be a part of this,” said 


Get the financial aid you need: 


ass Lowell is committed to affordabie, high quality educa 


Earn while you lear 


Choose trom oo 
work program. 
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University of 
Massachuserts 


UMASS Lowell 


Schofield. 
The Hike for Hope is 
what keeps the Lazarus 


House running and helps by 
providing a shelter for the 
homeless children and fami- 
lies of Lawrence, according 
to Schofield. The event's suc- 
cess in the past has helped the 
Lazarus House build a 20- 
unit transitional housing 
complex that would break 
ground this fall. Over 1,000 


families are currently on the 


list for affordable housing 
with an average waiting peri- 
od of two to six years. 

“It feels good that so 
many people get involved,” 
said Joe Garon, one of the top 


to the UMass Lovell 


Open House 
Sunday, October 22nd 
2 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tsongas Arena, Lowell 
http. Awww im ecu! ‘openhouses 


donors from last years Hike 
for Hope. Garon, who has 
been part of the hike for all of 
its seven years, has received 
the Christ the Servant Award 
in the past for his dedication 
and distribution to the 
Lazarus House throughout 
the years. Garon encouraged 
his co-workers and five area 
Market Basket stores to 
donate for the Hike for Hope. 

Donations can be made 
throughout the year online at 
www.HikeforHope.org, or by 
sending a check to Alana 
Schofield at Lazarus House, 
P.O. Box 408, Lawrence, 
MA, 01842. 


Cifice of Undergraduate Audimissions 
LIMiass Lowell 

583 Broschway St., 
Lowell, WA 0154-5104 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Gay Rhode Island 
couples can legally 
marry in Massachusetts 


BOSTON (AP)}—A’ Superior 
Court judge ruled Friday that same- 
sex couples from Rhode Island 
have the right to marry in 
Massachusetts, finding that Rhode 
Island laws do not expressly pro- 
hibit gay marriage. 

Wendy Becker and Mary 
Norton of Providence, R.I., argued 
that a 1913 law that forbids out-of- 
state residents from marrying in 
Massachusetts did not apply to 
them. The law prohibits couples 
from marrying in Massachusetts if 
the marriage would not be permit- 
ted in their home state, but the cou- 
ple argued Rhode Island does not 
specifically ban gay marriage. 

Suffolk Superior Court Judge 
Thomas Connolly agreed. 

“No evidence was introduced 
before this court of a constitutional 
amendment, statute, or controlling 
appellate decision from Rhode 
Island that explicitly deems void or 
otherwise expressly forbids same- 
sex marriage,” he ruled. 

The ruling has no effect on 
whether Rhode Island or any other 
state must allow gay marriage. 


Boston lawyers sue 
Bosnia for helping 
U.S. detain clients 


BOSTON (AP)—Lawyers for 
six men arrested in Bosnia and 
detained at the Guantanamo Bay 
prison camp sued Bosnia on 
Wednesday in the European Court 
of Human Rights as part of a cam- 
paign to free the men. 

The suit was filed in 
Strasbourg, France, on behalf of 
one of the men, Lakhdar 
Boumediene, asking the court to 
require that Bosnia “make all nec- 
essary diplomatic efforts” to secure 
his freedom, according to Boston 
law firm WilmerHale. Similar suits 
for the other five men are planned. 

The Algerian-born men were 
arrested in October 2001 after U.S. 
intelligence indicated they were 
planning attacks on U.S. and 
British embassies in Sarajevo, and 
on a U.S. military base in the 
Bosnian city of Tuzla. 

Bosnian authorities handed the 
group over to U.S. authorities in 
2002, ignoring a ruling by the 
country's highest court that the six 
be released. They have been 
detained at the U.S. Navy base in 
Cuba but have not been charged. 

Kirsch's firm last year filed suit 
in federal court in Boston, asking 
that the U.S. government justify 
their clients' imprisonment. That 
suit has not been resolved. 

In the latest lawsuit, the Boston 
lawyers said Bosnia-Herzegovina 
has ignored repeated calls from 
international human rights groups 
to help the men, five of whom had 
Bosnian citizenship when they 
were detained. 
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Contemporary Affairs 
debates MCAS testing 


Current events club 
discusses ‘No Child 
Left Behind’ Act 


By JULIO TEJEDA 
Contributing Reporter 


On Wednesday Sept. 25, the 
Contemporary Affairs Club of 
NECC, the student club on campus 
that discusses current events and 
issues, held a meeting in room C110 
to debate on education in the United 
States and within the state of 
Massachusetts. Students and faculty 
members shared opinions on how the 
federal and state governments should 
fund the schools and prepare students 
to pass the standardized test required 
by the states. 

The “No Child Left Behind” Act, 
or NCLB, was adopted on Dec. 18, 
2001 when the Senate approved it 
with an 87-10 vote. The act was 
adopted by President George W. 
Bush to help students pass the 
required test upon graduation. 

One of the goals of the NCLB 
was to set a limit of students per 
classroom, but many of the students 
who attended the meeting believe 


Contemporary Affairs Club leader Dave 
Coman-Hidy moderates the discussion. 


Emily Hall photo 


Professor Andrew Morse makes a point. 


that the schools are not complying 
and are overcrowding classrooms, 
making it difficult for students to 
learn. 

Massachusetts requires students 
to pass the MCAS standardized test 
in order for them to graduate from 
high school. Many of the students 
that attended the meeting have simi- 
lar feelings towards the MCAS test- 

“2 ing. 

The federal 
government 
funds prepara- 
tions for the 
MCAS by granti- 
ng the states with 
money, which in 
turn distribute the 
money to their 
cities and towns 
according to 
needs. The states 
are forced to have 
the standardized 
testing in order to 
get federal grants 
on education. 


. Emily Hall photo 


The Lawrence public school sys- 
tem has adopted a system to accom- 
modate students in learning, accord- 
ing to an unidentified student at the 
meeting. The students and faculty 
members that attended the debate 
had differing opinions on how the 
money should be used in order to get 
the students prepared for the MCAS, 
but they all agreed that the system 
currently in use needs improvement. 

Many people oppose the testing, 
including Utah governor Jon 
Huntsman, who signed a law on May 


3, 2005 to allow Utah's schools to 


ignore the standardized test, making 
it the first state to do so. New 
Bedford wanted to allow the students 
who do not pass the MCAS to gradu- 
ate, but the state of Massachusetts 
prohibited them from doing so, 
according to another unidentified 
student. 

“Education is not a product, it's a 
process,” said Andrew Morse, a his- 
tory and political science professor at 
NECC. : 


Student Senate holds first 
meeting of fall semester 


Elections may not be 
held due to low 
attendance 


By SARA CODAIR 
Contributing Reporter 


Many new faces hoping to be 
elected to positions at NECC's first 
Student Senate meeting of the 
semester found that they would be 
guaranteed a seat if more students 
did not show. 

According to the Student Senate, 
there are normally 15 seats available 
for different areas of study, including 
five seats for each of the five largest 
clubs and five seats for members of 
the student leadership. If there are 
less than seven candidates and no 
contested positions, then public elec- 
tions will not occur. 

“Elections seldom occur,” said 
Student Senate adviser Dina Brown, 


‘suggesting that this is not the first 


time elections may not be necessary 


to fill seats in the student-governed 
body. 

The Student Senate is an elected 
group of students representing stu- 
dents. They plan activities, do com- 
munity service, attend leadership 
conferences and control the student 
activities budgets. They propose how 
much the budget should be and then 
distribute it to each club, based on 
how many members the club has, 
how long it has been established and 
how much money it needs. 

When elections do occur, they 
are very simple. Each candidate pre- 
pares a paragraph on the ballot to 
convince voters to vote for him or 
her. Whichever students get the 
majority of votes win the election. 

The members of the Student 
Senate will attend a leadership con- 
ference on Oct. 5 and 6 in Lennox, 
Mass. The conference will consist of 
various leadership workshops and 
activities, dinner and awards. 

“The conference, lodging, meals 
and transportation will be paid for 
out of the Senate's budget,” said 
Brown. 

The conference also includes a 


service project known as Houses for 
Haiti. The goal of the Houses for 
Haiti project, an initiative devoted to 
bringing safer, more stable housing 
to Haiti, is to raise $4,100. NECC’s 
contribution is to be $240. The mem- 
bers of the Student Senate will be 
collecting money to meet this 
amount. 

The Senate is also planning a 
community service project of their 
own. The decision is not yet final, 


but it is likely to be “Project Warm 


and Fuzzy,” a regular effort that 
involves collecting hats, scarves, and 
mittens for Lazarus House. 
Collection boxes will be placed in a 
variety of locations around the 
school. 

The Student Senate meets every 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. in the lower 
level of the library building and has 
an office in the lower level of the B 
building. 

The meetings are open to anyone 
who wishes to come, and anyone 
interested in joining can get the 
paperwork and a nomination form 
from the adviser, Dina Brown. 


World News 


+ 


- Compiled by the Observer staff 


from AP wire reports 


Al-Qaida No. 2 man 
condems Pope and 
Bush in new tape 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP)}—AlI- 
Qaida No. 2 Ayman al-Zawahri 
called U.S. President George W. 
Bush a failure and a liar in the war 
on terror and urged Christians to 
convert to Islam in response to com- 
ments Pope Benedict XVI made 
about Muslims and holy war. 

“Tf Benedict attacked us, we 
will respond to his insults with good 
things. We will call upon him, and 
all of the Christians to become 
Muslims who do not recognize the 
Trinity or the crucifixion,” al- 
Zawahri said, according to the 
Washington-based SITE Institute. 

Al-Zawahri also called a U.N. 
resolution to send peacekeepers into 
Sudan's war-torn Darfur region a 
“Crusader plan” and implored the 
Muslims of Darfur to defend them- 
selves. 


“Do not allow the govemment 


of Khartoum to interfere, nor the 
governments of the Western 
Crusaders to interfere in your busi- 
ness. Be ready to stop the Crusaders 
campaign against you,” he said, 
according to the SITE Institute. 

The nearly 18-minute state- 
ment, titled “Bush, the Pope, Darfur 
and the Crusades,” was produced by 
al-Qaida's media arm, as-Sahab. An 
initial segment shows al-Zawahri in 
an office-type setting with a lamp 
and a miniature canon decoration 
behind him, while in the second 
part, he is in front of a brown back- 
drop. The first segment also has 
English subtitles. 

The second segment focuses on 
the pope and Darfur, but in the first 
part, al-Zawahri condemned Bush. 

“Can't you be honest at least 
once in your life, and admit that you 
are a deceitful liar who intentionally 
deceived your nation when you 
drove them to war in Iraq,” al- 
Zawahri said. 

He also criticized Bush for con- 
tinuing to keep al-Qaida leaders in 
prisons, including al-Qaida No. 3 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the 
alleged Sept. 11 mastermind who 


was captured in Pakistan in March 


2003. 

“Bush, you deceitful charlatan, 
3 1/2 years have passed since your 
capture of Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, so how have you 
found us during this time? Losing 
and surrendering?” he said, accord- 
ing to the SITE Institute. 

“What you have perpetrated 
against Khalid Sheikh Mohammed 
and the other Muslim captives in 
your prisons and the prisons of your 
slaves in Egypt, Jordan, Pakistan 
and elsewhere is not hidden from 
anyone, and we are a people who do 
not sleep under oppression and who 
do not abandon our revenge until 
our chests have been healed of those 
who have aggressed against us,” the 
Virginia-based IntelCenter quoted 
the message as saying. “And we, by 
the grace of Allah, are seeking to 
exact revenge on behalf of Islam 
and Muslims from you and your 
soldiers and allies.” 
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Fall 2006 


CHOICES 


If you are uncertain about which NECC program 
is right For you, COmMe to One Of these Workshops 
where you Wilf MatCh your personality and interests 
with NECC programs Of study and with Careers. 
Friday, Sept. 22 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 

Friday, Nov. 27 


Thursday, Dec. 7 


10:00 — 22:00 a.-in.- 
3:00 — 4:00 p.m. 
10:00 — 12:00 4.M. 
3:00 — 4:00 p.m. 


Jo register to attend, piease Cail 978.556.3722 or 
come to Career Pianning in the Behrakis Gtudent Center 


Career ~~ 


Planning eee 


Northern Essex Community Cotiege 


. &y Piease Call 978.556.3897 to request an interpreter One weet prior co Workshop. 


Real Look Around. 


* Learn about our vast array of acackemic programs 
* Tour the campus on beautiful Boston Harbor 
* Visit apartments just steps trom the university 


NECC’s Literery Arts Magazine 


We are looking for 
new Staff Members! 


Do you love to read? Write? Edit? Do you have an 
overwhelming urge for power and control? We are in need 
of your skills and prowess! 


Please come to our first meeting: 
Thursday, September 28 
12:00 Noon 
in the lobby outside of C314A 


For more information, please contact Patrick Lochelt: 
plochelt@necc.mass.edu 


°*.UMass Boston Open House) )/; 


Saturday, October 21" Begins at 8:30am 


FOE mG we orto reserve 4 Sper, QO oo 


677.287.6000 


iors various shifts ace UPS S Chelmsford Lelia 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


individuals with leadership potentis! can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Explore the benefits of working as a Part-Time Package Handler 
at @ growing Fortune S00 Company. 


Our Beselits Package bechuodes: 
Medical & Destal » 401 23 - Tuition Assistance = Holidays Of « Paid Varahans 
UPS Bonus Program and Mach Mure! 


The UPS) 


|EARN &) qrurro 4 500 PER SEMESTER 


LEARN) ww couece EDUCATION ASSISTANCE! 
Program BPE Boer S Sescer: Sheeneeert geanketwen tans 


APPLY ONLINE: 


upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
LPS + 90 Brick Kilm Road + Charnslond, MA 


An Equal Qppertunity Bayloger 


re 
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Features 


GSA moving forward this term 


National Day of 
Silence gives rise to 
new ‘Chalk Policy’ 


By JONI QUINN 
Features Editor 


The Gay Straight Alliance, led 
by students and supported by facul- 
ty, has been an active student club at 
NECC for over 10 years. The mis- 
sion of the GSA, as currently 
defined by student members, is “to 
celebrate diversity in our college 
community, promote tolerance 
among its mem- 
bers, create aware- 
ness of issues that 
minorities face and 
serve the commu- 
nity at large.” 

Last April, the 
GSA participated 
in the National 
Day of Silence for 
the first time ever. 
Those who supported making anti- 
LGBT bias unacceptable in schools 
helped make a stand for those who 
feel threatened about coming out by 
taking a vow of silence for a period 
of time. Members of the GSA deco-’ 
rated walkways around campus with 
messages of support in colored 
chalk for those who feel discriminat- 
ed against in some way. 

The colorful artwork generated a 
lot of support around campus but 
unfortunately came with one conse- 
quence. Because of this, as of this 
semester, NECC now has a “Chalk 


Policy.” All students who wish to 
use chalk to promote any event on 
campus must get the approval of the 
vice president before anything can 
be written or drawn. If this is not 
followed, the act will be considered 
vandalizing school property and will 
have considerable consequences. 

This, however, is not slowing 
the GSA students down one bit. 
Ideas for the next National Day of 
Silence are already in the works and 
getting ready for the approval 
process. 

Other plans for the GSA this 
semester include a bake sale on Oct. 
27 in the Spurk lobby from 10 a.m. 


LMR AM Mr Te 


It is important for people to feel 
welcome and accepted on campus. 


-Brigette McCracken, GSA president 


to 1 p.m. 

“We have always had an extra- 
ordinarily successful bake sale,” 
said CJ Crivaro, a faculty adviser for 
the GSA. 

A food drive will take place dur- 
ing the week of Nov. 6 to benefit 
local homeless shelters. The GSA is 
asking other clubs on campus to 
help by donating to this worthy 
cause. 

An underwear and sock drive 
will be held the week of Dec. 4. All 
items must be new and in the origi- 
nal packaging. $3 and a trip to a 


local discount store is all it takes to 
help provide the basic necessities for 
those less fortunate. 

A book sale is planned for the 
week of Dec. 8 in the Spurk lobby. 
Students will be asked to donate 
paperback books, children's books, 
videos, etc. that are in good condi- 
tion for the sale. 

All proceeds from these events 
support local causes and are donated 
to such places as the Salvation 
Army, Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Lawrence, the New Bedford Hate 
Crimes Fund and various homeless 
shelters. 

The admissions office has asked 
for members of the 
GSA to volunteer 
to be available to 
new students on 
campus that have 
questions or need 
help adjusting to 
life at school or in 
general. This is the 
first time the GSA 
has been recog- 
nized in this way. 

The GSA became eligible this 
semester for a member to sit on the 
Student Senate. Only the top five 
clubs with the most attendance are 
awarded a seat. 

“This will be a great way to get 
more people involved in the GSA,” 
said Sandra Devellis, a faculty 
adviser for the GSA. 

Norman Gilman will be the 
Student Senate representative for the 
GSA. 

The Inter Club Council, to 
which all NECC clubs report, has 


“Joni Quinn photo- 


President Brigette McCracken and Vice President 
Emanuel Erlewein are excited to make this semester 
an even greater success for the GSA. 


also asked for a member of the club 
to join the board. Mariangela 
Castillo will represent the interest of 
the GSA. 

The GSA has been offered the 
opportunity to hold meetings in the 
library. This will allow the club to 
hold meetings via teleconference 
with students at the Lawrence cam- 
pus. If the students decide to accept 
the offer, this could possibly double 
the number of members in the GSA 
at NECC. 

“We hope that people can spread 


the word about our club because it it © 
important for people to feel wel- 
come and accepted on campus,” said 
Brigette McCracken. “Hopefully 
this year will be as successful as last 
year.” ; 
The GSA meets every Friday 
from noon to 1 p.m. in room C108. 
For more information on joining the 
GSA or questions about any event 


above, contact faculty advisers CJ... 


Crivaro or Sandra Devellis in room 
C314B or come to a meeting. All are 
welcome to join. 


Student profile: Patricia Case is loyal to arts 


Writing major has 
composed nearly 20 
complete journals 


By ANGELA VOULGARIS 
Contributing Reporter 


Loyal to the arts, Patricia Case 
expresses herself through drawing, 
painting, writing in journals and in 


Liberal Arts Writing major. 


poetry. In her poetry class, Case's 
writing efforts stand out. 

Case, a Liberal Arts Writing 
major, is in her second semester at 
NECC and spent her last fall semes- 
ter at Fitchburg State. She hopes to 
be living in an apartment and be 
enrolled at University’ of 
Massachusetts Boston by next year. 

Being an avid reader and a 
music lover, Case receives her 
inspiration not only through her 
journal entrees, but also through 


Angela Voulgaris photo 
Patricia Case, an avid reader and music lover, is a 


positive lyrics in the music shé 
hears and words in the books she 
reads. 

Says Case, “For me poetry is a 
major creative outlet. It's very ther- 
apeutic.” 

Case has been writing in jour- 
nals since she was about 7 years 
old, composing nearly 20 complete 
journals. 
what she is going to do with her 
artistic abilities, but leaves her 
options open. 

NECC English Professor 
Melina Draper says of Case, “I love 
having Tricia in my poetry class. 
We've only seen one of her poems 
so far, but I feel she's a poet who 
carefully crafts her work. From a 
messy free-written beginning, she 
took the necessary time to find the 
perfect images, words and form for 
her poem. 
work in progress.” 

Case is a very busy 18-year-old 
student, who is not only employed 
but also does some volunteering for 
homeless shelter dinners. 

After Case completes her col- 
lege career, she aspires to become 
an English high school teacher, per- 
haps in a field such as creative writ- 
ing. 

Case has many different areas 
of interest and seems to be deter- 
mined in her hopes and aspirations. 
With her drive and motivation she 
will surely succeed. 


She is not quite sure of ° 


It's exciting to see her © 


Where I Come From 
By Patricia Case 


Where I come from, there is always enough. 


No one starves or gets too cold 


or doubts the unconditional love in this house. 


and Paul and I 
when we are little 


can always smell the hamburgers cooking 
while we swim in the pool on Sundays. 
It mixes with mom's cigarette smoke. 


Where I come from, 


We skip high school every other day- 


there's a few parties a week, 
and we are all in love. 


We have black lungs and brilliant minds, 
damaged livers and good intentions. 


Where I come from, 


The little girls sit with their moms on Sundays 
in this brick building, this tabernacle. 


I always have my doubts. 


Keep one foot on the ground, but it is warm and comfortable. 


And every Sunday 


Mom slips a blue apron over my head and we feed the homeless. 
It's what you do, it's not a choice. 


And I am humbled. 


: 
: 
; 
” 
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-NECC students part of Podcast 


The work of several 
students can now be 
heard via the Internet 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The work of students enrolled in 
NECC's_ spring _ 2006 Music 
Technology and Composition has 
been made available on the Internet 
for the first time in the history of the 
course. ; 

The course was taught by Ken 
Langer, Associate Professor of 
Music, who designed the Web page 
web.mac.com/klangerdude, which 
supports the downloads. 

This is Langer's second year with 
NECC, and his first time teaching the 
course, which typically required stu- 
dents to put together’a concert to pre- 
sent their final compositions. 

“T just thought it would be more 
accessible to more people if we did it 
online rather than having a single 
concert,” said Langer. “It just seemed 
like a good idea, a good way to have 
a virtual concert.” 

The Podcast was dubbed “The 
Sounds of Northern Essex” by 
Langer. 

“There are two ways to listening: 
with the iPod or directly online,” he 
said. 

Langer devoted three weeks of 
his summer to the creation of the 
downloadable compositions, each of 
which he begins with his own narra- 


Gothic 


Nightclub reinvents 


the idea of the gothic 
‘music scene 


By EmILy HALL 
Contributing Reporter 


The gothic night scene is being 
reinvented by a small club called 
Dark Intentions. 

Instead of the typical foreboding 
and unwelcoming feeling that most 
people would get from visiting simi- 
lar clubs, this one promotes a sense 
of community and 
friendship. It 
serves as a place 
to act in ways that 
you would never 
be caught acting 
like in public. 

This club was 
formed with the 


I’m a 


2 ae 


strange person and 


tive introduction. Each introduction 
details the performance of the stu- 
dent overall, as well as the style of 
the composition. According to 
Langer's narration, the podcast is 
“dedicated to the performance of 
original music by music students at 
Northern Essex Community 
College.” : 

Eight student compositions were 
included in the download, along with 
a ninth composition by Langer. 


‘During his introduction on the 


Podcast, he said that “the goal of the 
class is to learn to compose music 
using computers as digital-audio 
work stations.” 

According to Langer's statement 


on the Podcast, the final student com- - 


positions were required to be at least 
three minutes in length, include 
seven separate tracks, use no original 
sounds or loops from Garage Band 
and be mixed and balanced properly. 

“They're all designed with elec- 
tronic instruments,” said Langer of 
the compositions. “So they tend to be 
contemporary, sort of rock sound- 
ing.” 

According to Langer, the course 
concentrated on mastering Garage 
Band software to create a unique 
piece of music, utilizing textbooks 
about composition, and engaging in 
lectures on musical technique. 

“The focus of this class is to 
teach basic music composition tech- 
niques through music technology,” 
said Langer. 

A follow-up course, 
Technology and Sound, 
offered every fall. 


Music 
is also 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 


Ken Langer, Associate Professor of Music, made student compositions from his 
Music Composition and Theory course availble for download on the Internet. 


“The purpose of the sound class 
is to teach the fundamentals of 
acoustics and digital music composi- 
tion,” Langer said. 

Currently there are no prerequi- 
sites to the course, although, accord- 


ing to Langer, that may change in the 
future. Many students who had taken 
Music Technology and Composition 
recommended that Music Theory 1 
would be useful in understanding the 
course. 


“These are students most of 
whom have never composed before,” 
said Langer. “I teach compositional 
techniques and then we apply these 
techniques to the technology.” 


night scene re-vamped 


they've had too much to drink,” 
Chris said. “The police only crack 
down on us because of the way we 
look. People come here to dance, 
that's why they come out on a 
Saturday night. There isn't a lot of 
drama between patrons at this club 
and there has never been a fight.” 

Even the music played at this 
nightclub is not typical to music 
played at similar clubs. 

“Every time you come in, you 
never know what to expect. The 
styles of music we play range from 
gothic, industrial, EBM, and power- 
house to pretty much what we think 
people will dance to and what we 
feel like spinning,” 
said Rabid Angel, 
one of the five 
house DJs at DI. 

“We can drop 
music here that in 
most clubs would 
clear the dance 
floor,” House DJ 


rather 


intention of giving 


a lot of people out- 


Deftly-D said. 


MCT photo 
An overseas club scene where music is played electronically on turntables, much 
like the gothic scene at Dark Intentions in Lowell, Mass. 


to unwind after a 
hard . week of 


-Adam Delia 


aaa Se 7 side the club don't ae ; 
just people who like me because Of known for their 
_want to try some- . dancing rather 
thing out of the it. Here, they than for the bar 
ordinary) a chance accept me. that is off in one 


corner. 
“The bar is 


work, and _ for only there if you 
most frequent need a drink, it's 
guests, a hard not the main 


week of school. 

Safety is not an issue at DI as 
Chris, the head of security, men- 
tioned. 

“The worst I've ever had to do in 
two years is to tell someone that 


event,” said Lady 
Freak, the manager and founder of 
DI. “It's one big happy party in here 
and everybody feels safe. Everybody 
loves it here. One person said they 
feel as comfortable here as they do 


on their own couch.” 

The people that come to DI are 
not from a stereotypical goth scene. 
Where a lot of gothic clubs have that 
unwelcoming, dark feeling, Dark 
Intentions tries to promote a sense of 
friendship and community. 

“A lot of my friends are outgoing 
and IJ figured that there had to have 
been more like that out there. And 
apparently, there is!” said Lady 
Freak. “In most Goth clubs you don't 
get that homey, welcoming feeling, 


and that's what we strive for.” 

Many of DI's club goers agree 
that the atmosphere is very open and 
accepting to everyone. Adam Delia, 
a regular at DI, has been coming to 
the club for over a year. 

“T'm a rather strange person and 
a lot of people outside the club don't 
like me because of it. Here they 
accept me,” Delia said. “Everyone is 
family here, basically.” 

Dark Intentions is very commu- 
nity-based. The people that go there 


are open to everything they known 
and are always willing to learn 
something they don't know. Lady 
Freak has met her goal to create a 
club where everyone is comfortable 
and just go to have fun, dance, and 
maybe drink on special occasions. 
Dark Intentions is located at 25 
Market Street in Lowell, Mass. and 
is 18+ with a college ID or 19+ with 
a state ID. Admission is $7, or $5 
with a flier, available at 
www.darkintentions.net. 
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The new age of Hollywood 


Old and new 
Hollywood join 
forces, but are met 
with mixed feelings 


MEGAN ROBITAILLE 
Contributing Reporter 


As a self-proclaimed “movie 
geek,” I pride myself on the ability 
to expound at length on matters of 
the celluloid stratosphere. 

One such point of interest, and 
the source of several ongoing 
debates between 
my friends and 
myself, deals with 
the future of 
Hollywood acting. 


ee Ce 


their predecessors have done so 
well? 

My vote on the matter is as of 
yet undecided. 

We find ourselves at the begin- 
ning of a new era in filmmaking. In 
the past we've been spoiled. 
Seasoned veterans enjoying careers 
spanning 20 and 30 years graced the 
silver screen as the main attraction. 

But alas, De Niro, Connery, 
Nicholson, Pacino; the dust is set- 
tling and the names on the lips of the 
average moviegoer have changed. 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Ben Affleck, 
Matt Damon — these boys are the 
talk of the town nowadays, in a 
Hollywood in which old is out and 
the young reign supreme. 

With actors 
self-destructing 
left and right, get- 
ting caught in the 
revolving door of 


pie Sons - We find ourselves the rumor mill, 
SHES NG als . : celebrity gossip 
heavy hitters of old at the beginning of Sa Ee 
are stepping out of 4 new era in film- important. After 


the limelight, giv- 
ing way to a crop 
of young actors fast 
making names for 
themselves in some 
of today's most 
influential films. 
So, to those 
who care, I ask this 
question: Who are the men heading 
up this takeover, and in this age of 
pre-written Oscar speeches and 15 
second fame, can those actors seem- 
ingly sizzling under the spotlight 
stand the test of time and talent as 


making. 


spoiled. 


past we've been 


all, who can con- 
centrate on quality 
filmmaking when 
we could be dis- 


In the 


secting what's 
going on with 
“Tomkat”? 


The fact of the 
matter is that those 
of us still paying attention to the 
movie we're watching instead of 
who the star of the flick is dating 
have noticed the irreversible 
change, and quite frankly, I'm a bit 


Classic picks for 
creepy fall flicks 


Its time to revive 
your favorite 


horror film 


By MICHAEL PRAIANO 
Contributing Reporter 


It's come that time again. Autumn 
has crept up on us, and we can either 
let the season fade into winter by 
spending the next few months crying 
in a bathtub while listening to Elliott 
Smith records and reminiscing about 
summer, or we can motivate ourselves 
to take part in the many fall festivities 
that are happening 
around us. 

October is a 
month for pump- 
kin picking, 
haunted houses, 
and horror films. 
Really, I'm more 
for watching 
cheesy horror 
movies than pick- 
ing out a great big pumpkin. Forget 
going out — rent a few movies and cud- 
dle up with your significant other. I'm 
not ashamed to dive into a good 
Zombie flick. October is the one 
month where it is acceptable to be a 
creep. Get it all out, enjoy all the hor- 
ror and gore for the month — or until 
your friends start to question whether 
you're a serial killer. 

This brings me to the task of rec- 
ommending a few classics and must- 
sees for the Halloween season. Aside 


creep. 


“te be ee 


October is the one 
month where it is 
acceptable to bea 


from the obvious picks 
“Halloween,” “A Nightmare on Elm 
Street,” and the George Romero films 
“Night of the Living Dead,” “Dawn of 
the Dead” and “Day: of the Dead,” 
there are plenty of other poorly-made 
yet entertaining movies. 

The 1987 film “Blood Diner” is 
just that. A story about two cannibalis- 
tic brothers that run a diner that, well, 
just doesn't serve conventional food. 
The brothers are on a mission to 
assemble a body from various 
women's dismembered body parts so 
they can resurrect an evil Egyptian 
goddess. The movie is full of over-the- 
top gore and the plot is flat-out ridicu- 
lous. 

Movies like “Re- 
Animator,’ “Dead 
Alive” and “Zombie” 
are more over-the-top 
horror films that have 
gained cult like status 
over the years. If 
you're the type that 
doesn't like the over- 
indulgence of blood 
and guts, check out the 
classics “The Creature from the Black 
Lagoon,” “White Zombie,” and the 
scary yet romantic “The Abominable 
Dr. Phibes,” starring Vincent Price. 

Of course you can still go pumpkin 
picking and go pet goats at the fair if 
you're apprehensive. 

Although, it may be a good idea to 
just stay indoors and watch a few 
movies this Halloween season 
because, just remember: “When there's 
no more room in hell, the dead will 
walk the earth.” 


weary of it. 
To say that anyone could ever 
replace’ Robert De Niro as 


Scorsese's strongest asset is, in a 
word, ridiculous. Yet, with his new 
movie “The Departed” forthcoming, 
that seems to be exactly what the 
critics are alluding to. 

I am a purist when it comes to 
film. In my eyes the originals are 
usually better, and until proven 


wrong, I stand firm in that position. 
Cheap substitutes for brilliant actors 
are taking the stage and receiving 
rave reviews for performances that 
were topped 20 years before they 
made it big. There will never be a 
replacement cast for the men that 
broke through so many barriers and 
taboos onscreen. Setting the bar so 
high, no young actor today can 
reach it, and with audiences chang- 


MCT photo 
Seasoned actor Jack Nicholson stars with young Hollywood heavyweight Matt 
Damon in “The Departed,” a newly released film from director Martin Scorsese. 


ing right along with the casts, per- 
haps they no longer need to. 

So say goodbye to the golden 
era of filmmaking and to the actors 
that made it great, and open up your 
mind to a new generation of actors 
who, although never as good, will 
dazzle and disappoint in quite the 
same ways, keeping viewers 
hooked. 


Jet Li’s return to screenisa 
‘Fearless’ display of skills 


Once again, martial 
artist Wows viewers 
with amazing stunts 


By THOMAS KIENJE 
Contributng Reporter 


“Jet Li's Fearless” establishes 
new precedence in its own genre of 
movies. 

With his usual ardor, Li is 
embroiled in the most amazing fight 
scenes comparable to movies like 
“Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon” 
and “The Matrix,” minus the elabo- 
rate plot lines, and still manages to 
come out a winner. In his purported 
farewell to the movie industry, Li 
makes the most of his tremendous 
martial art skills to bring to life this 
low budget movie. 

The film is a biography of 
Wushu fighting legend Huo Yuanjia. 
It is simple, devoid of stifling plots 
and twists. 

Directed by Ronny Wu (“Bride 
of Chucky”), the film revolves 
around Li's character Huo. It starts 
with flashbacks of a young Huo, 
who has fervor for the martial arts. 
His father (Collin Chao) is authori- 
tarian, and does want him to practice 
the sport. Huo, however, after a 
thrashing from a rival, decrees never 
to face the same embarrassing situa- 
tion again. 

The plot is straightforward as Li 
rolls with the punches and is able to 
fight off opponents with his usual 


flare. The fight scenes are made 
interesting and riveting by computer- 
generated effects and amazing 
stunts. 

The movie then evolves, as an 
adult Huo is transformed into an 
egocentric and ambivalent individ- 
ual. Huo, who has now mastered the 


- arts, lets his guard down and starts to 


drink. He then retreats to the coun- 
tryside looking for peace of mind, 
and finds a blind country girl named 


Moon (Betty Sun) and her grand- 
mother (Yun Qu). Huo spends years 
at the rice farm, and immediately 
forms a friendship with Moon. 

Huo's destiny beckons, however, 
and he returns to his home village, 
where he proceeds to take on mas- 
sive adversaries in order to reclaim 
his self-respect. Along the way Huo, 
forms a martial arts alliance, and is 
able to recreate some semblance of 
an envisioned existence. 


MCT photo 


Jet Li showcases his well-known brand of action- 
packed Martial Arts in his film “Jet Li’s Fearless.” 
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PAUL BY BILLY O'KEEFE mReiLLy.cOM/PAUL 


SHOULD WE TELL Paul SS] [WE SHOULD CALT HIM. i” a 
HIS PUBLIC TANTRUM WAS | |LIKE, NOW, fe : LOOK Auiay. 
\a PUT ONLINE? ZS é 


open hit 


SOMEONE WE OWE MONEY TO? yy 
THE CRAZY LAPY WHOLIVES = 7yere 


TENG YOU POWNSTAIRS? MY MOM? 


THREE GUESSES 


A Sere 


You can't call thal 


qm 


s/ 
0 


ACROSS 
1 FDR’s pooch 
5 Hang like a 

hummingbird 

10 aurhum 

14 Felipe or Moises 
of baseball 

15 Eleve’s place 

16 October stone 

17 Cheer (for) 

18 Puts in order 

19 Foster film 

20 Design anew 

22 Ina prim way 

24 Reached, asa 
solution 

26 Q-U link 

27 Long-time 
Dolphin 

30 Tombstone 
words 

35 Fully conscious 

36 __-Roman 
wrestling 

37 Trim (off) 

38 Neighbor of Wyo. 

39 Insertion mark 

40 Head-over-heels 

41 Eureka! 

42 Dray 

43 Doha’s land 

44 Kitchen wrap 

46 Clunky cars 

47 Infamous Amin 

48 Filler piece 

50 Starts liking 

54 Avail oneself of 

58 Bit of physics 

59 Foe for Dwight 

61 Online auction 
site 

62 __ colada 

63 Takes it easy 

64 M. Descartes 

65 Getz or Laurel 

66 Wiliness 

67 Gang follower? 


“?ve learned to ignore you, Stan. 
| know it’s the beer talking.” 


MCT Sudoku!!!!! 


DOWN 

1 “M*A*S*H” co- 
star 

2 Succulent plant 

3 Weaver’s frame 

4 Helicopter’s 
predecessor 

5 Where 
attachments are 
attached? 

6 Florida city 


eno 
ity! The man wil 
Genetosity eye 
home to anybody! 


x 


INGIDE KEITH KNIGHT: 


Y'know what I like 
best abod Keith? 6 


“ME MP CELS AND I 


sruflower.caom 


T feel bad abaat Hus and I 

Know I sad yoo could shay ; 

bot I'm droning the c 

wife jo muCcods... 
{ 


Crossword 


ea ee 


1 
14 


NO ar 
o N 
mM 


for} for) oO Sal - o oO w np 
oa ie) ao o c _ co a ~N 
a no 
oO nN 
ie} oO 
.— > 
N oO 
pod nN 
iD ihre 
for) o [s) als es 
a o o o a 
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Me EriChere 
Stroheim 
8 Wapiti 
9 Hamper 
10 “Lalsla__” 
11. Mimicked 
12 Pitch out of the 
strike zone 
13 Actress Sheedy 
21 Presley hit 
23 Regarding 
25 Intense fears 
27 Colorful bird 
28 Hilo greeting 
29 Unwind 
31 Hammer part 
32 Socrates’ pupil |1|1)45 
33 Navajo dwelling [1[{v[d] Hob 
34 Practices boxing |v|a[v|q| rafalalofH| 
36 Plum choice 
39 Leader of Cairo 
or Cincinnati? 46 Troubadour ofa 53 Dumpster 
40 Vegas habitues sort emanation 
42 Rolls of bills 49 Hearty draft 55 Skeptic’s retort 
43 Cunard liner, 50 Bugle call 
commonly 51 Working hard 57 Good looker? 
45 Simple Simon’s 52 Hawaiian 60 Half a yellow 
merchant coffee Teletubby 


Solutions 
A}LIS 


js |> [us || 
LN] <|2 | 
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<]o|2|<| 
GEE 
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=] <|o/o| 


1] w|—|—| 
fo] </a.|—|r |<] ]o) 


jo] <[S]o| |u|) 


15] <<] |u| 
[<|=|0|=|<| 
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El 
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S| 
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El 
a 
Ne 
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El 


[afol2 |r| 
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[<|o[-|o] 
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56 Billy of “Titanic” 
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Haute dogs: What’s in them anyway? 


Designer dogs are a 
hot comodity, but 
think about the lonely 


By MELODY MARTINEZ 
_ Trends Editor « 


A quick 
lesson in math- 
ematics: What 
is the sum of 
one part Pug 
and one part 
Beagle? If you 
guessed 
“Puggle,” give 
yourself a 
cookie. 

Naturally, you’re wondering 
what the heck I’m talking about. If 
you don’t already know and if you 
haven’t encountered one yet, a 
Puggle is an increasingly popular 
hybrid dog breed. In fact, it may just 
be the top dog of the year.. 

But where did Puggles come 
from? I’m glad you asked. 

' Puggles are one of the many 
pupular — I’m sozry — popular 
designer dogs being mass-produced 
by breeders nationwide. 

They are so new and so rare that 
not even I, a receptionist in a veteri- 
nary office, have seen one beyond 
eight months of age. 

Puggles, much like other design- 
er dogs, are the product of purebred 
ancestry. That is, they are bred by 


mixing one purebred pooch with 
another of the same caliber of antiq- 
uilty. 

The most current listing of rec- 
ognized breeds isn’t something 
you’d find in the American, British, 
Canadian, or Australian Kennel 
Clubaeaes 

In fact these pups have their own 
club, the American Canine Hybrid 
Club (ACHC). Among the recog- 
nized hybrids are some ridiculous 


Pei/Basset Hound respectively. 

The list doesn’t stop there. These 
are just but a few of the ever-expand- 
ing roster of silly-name mongrels 
you may come across in your veteri- 
nary offices or dog-walks. 

If you’re wondering who chris- 
tens these silly-name dogs, look no 
further than the first breeder of the 
bunch. Coincidentally, the ACHC is 
ready and willing to register any 
hybrid breed made of absolute pure- 


I wonder if they realize how 
ridiculous a Golden Retriever looks 
with a curly Poodle coat 
(“Goldendoodle”) — a dog not to be 
confused with the purebred Curly 
Coated Retriever. 

If you’re looking to purchase 
any of the above-mentioned hounds, 
be prepared to spend a fortune. 

These haute dogs range from 
$400 to $2,000-plus, especially if 
he/she is certified as a purebred mix, 


dog names that would and more 

embarrass any pooch a specifically a 

who knew he was being : ‘ Puggle. 

called a: Right now, 
Labradoodle: the | wonder how long it took them to the —_ hybrid 


product of a Labrador 
Retriever and a Poodle; 
Jack-A-Bee: the prod- 
uct of a Beagle and a 
Jack Russell Terrier; 
Doodle: the 
Dachshund/Poodle 
hybrid; Poochin: the Japanese 
Chin/Poodle medley; Chokie: the 
Chihuahua/Yorkshire Terrier mix; 
Buggs: the Boston Terrier/Pug mix; 
Schnoodle: the Schnauzer/Poodle 
hybrid; Cheeks: the 
Chihuahua/Pekingese mix; Poo Ton: 
the Coton De Pulear and Poodle 
hybrid. 

And my personal favorites: the 
Chug, the Labradinger, the Wee Poo, 
the Malte Poo, the Shih Poo, the 
Peke-A-Poo, the Saint Berdoodle 
(which leaves MUCH to be imag- 
ined), and finally, the Cock-A-Poo 
and the Sharp Asset being a Cocker 
Spaniel/Poodle and a _ Shar 


come up with ‘Cock-A-Poo.’ 


bred parents and permits the naming 
of the new breed solely to the breed- 
ef. 

I wonder how long it took them 
to come up with “Cock-A-Poo.” 

If you hadn’t noticed, most of 
these newbie breeds contain a half 
count of Poodle. You may be won- 
dering how Poodles got so popular. 

It’s easy. Poodles are generally 
good dogs to own for people with 
allergies or people who don’t like 
dogs that shed a ton. Most breeders 
hope that their by-product pooches 
get the Poodle coat which they term 
“hypoallergenic,” making the new 
breed more attractive for selling. 


pooch is so big 
it’s becoming 
more expen- 
sive than it’s 
purebred coun- 
terpart. 

_ Naysayers 
would warn that when purchasing a 
hybrid breed, one should be careful 
of behavioral characteristics. For 
example, generally speaking, 
Chihuahuas are yappy, headstrong, 
little dogs and Dachshunds are more 
aggressive in temperament so, when 
purchasing a Chiweenie, one should 
hope for the best in the mutt. 

The same is to be said for physi- 
cal and genetic distinctions. The 
hope of many Puggle breeders, for 
instance, is to wipe out or reduce hip 
problems commonly found in pure- 
bred Beagles. 

What this means is that someone 
who wants a Beagle-sized dog can 


have it, hopefully without the hip 
issue and with the sad Pug face. 

Unfortunately, the saddest part 
about new breeds becoming outra- 
geously chic in the media and local- 
ly is that people are willing to bypass 
the thousands of dogs waiting for 
good homes in shelters today and 
consequentially being euthanized for 
lack thereof. 

Naturally, many of these dogs 
are displaced and abandoned for lack 
of care, or by people who simply 
cannot afford-them or do not want 
them. 

Carelessness in neutering and 
spaying in homes with dogs of both 
sexes also leads to unwanted pals. 

Before you look to purchase 
your next best friend, stop by a local 
shelter and take a look around. You 
may or may not find a puppy or 
purebreed, but what you will find is 
a friend for life that is just as easy to 
love. . 

If you’ve been thinking about 
adding a furry, four-legged, wide- 
eyed and bushy-tailed member to 
your family, this is the time to do it; 
October is National Adopt-A-Dog 
month. 

The American Humane Society 
is partnering with local shelters 
nationwide to promote the care of 
adorable adoptables. 

Fill a growing need and help 
reduce the number of millions of 
loving dogs anxiously awaiting lov- 
ing homes. 

Go ahead. Give a lonely pooch a 
new “leash on life.” 


Ay ARIES (March 21- 
2 April 20) Ethics in the 
: workplace, unexpected 
Ariéé demands from corporate 
leaders and long-term job security 
are now a strong concern. Early this 
week, watch for close colleagues to 
avoid new assignments or politically 
risky duties. Remain patient, howev- 
er, and expect an attitude of accep- 
tance and group participation to soon 
emerge. After Wednesday, many 
Aries natives begin a brief but 
intense phase of private romantic 
evaluation. Recent social disputes 
may be a key theme: stay focused. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Ongoing finan- 
cial restrictions will now 
Taurus slowly fade: after 
Tuesday, expect large purchases or 
the steady expansion of business 
partnerships to provide lucrative 
alternatives. For many Taureans, this 
is the right time to begin new busi- 
ness ventures or request special 
favors. Later this week, discuss home 
improvements, revised plans or key 
family decisions with loved ones. A 
healthy examination of long-term 
aspirations is warranted: close rela- 
tives will soon offer viable options. 


ft 


my 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21). New romantic or 
social obligations will this 
week require careful dis- 
cussion. Someone close 
may wish to dramatically change 
their lifestyle or daily habits. 
Emotional independence, ongoing 
power struggles and recent family 
disruptions may be a strong influ- 
ence. Encourage caution but expect 
passions to be high: debate will now 
trigger complex home decisions. 
Later this week, new work duties 


may arrive without warning. Ask 
probing questions: legal documents 
may be misleading. 


bare | CANCER (June 22- 
Oo July 22) After several days 


Cancer of workplace misinforma- - 


' tion, close colleagues are 
now willing to disclose valuable tac- 
tics and beneficial leads. Early this 
week, respond quickly to concrete 


proposals and renewed paperwork. 


Probe for detailed answers and rare 
opportunities: positive employment 
alliances will be a continuing theme 
over the next few weeks. Friday 
through Sunday accents passionate 
flirtations and fast social invitations. 
Remain flexible: a gracious response 
is needed. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Romantic expansion, 
quick employment 
changes and revised part- 
nerships are highlighted early this 
week. Tuesday through Friday, 
expect new social alliances and busi- 


Leo 


- ness plans to require a bold response. 


Ask loved ones and older authority 
figures for special favors, financial 
advice or concrete promises: confi- 
dent requests will soon be rewarded. 
Later this week, a long-term friend 
may explore a complex social trian- 
gle. Stay detached: intense emotions 
will soon prove draining. 


IM 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Past memories 
are this week emotionally 
vivid and revealing. Over 
the next two days, many 
Virgos will experience dramatic 
moments of insight or romantic wis- 
dom. Areas of concern include 


delayed relationships, broken 
promises or mistrust between friends. 
Wait for obvious signals: new oppor- 
tunities will soon be presented. After 
mid-week, a postponed business pro- 
ject may reappear. If so, remain ded- 


-icated to group success and expect 


quick job reversals in the coming 
weeks. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Before mid-week, 
expect cancelled projects, 
revised schedules or 
newly assigned duties to offer sur- 
prising opportunities for advance- 
ment. Remain silent, however, and 
allow others to take the lead: prideful 
moments and public displays of con- 
fidence will not be easily forgotten. 
After Thursday, a long-term relation- 
ship may require serious discussion. 
Revised home rules, shared family 
celebrations and sincere commit- 
ments are accented: stay open to cre- 
ative proposals. 


Libra 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
3» Nov. 22) For many 
Scoveio Scorpios, freedom versus 
restriction now becomes 
an underlying issue in long-term 
relationships. Early this week, expect 
a trusted friend or lover to reveal 
unusual ideals, needs or opinions. 
Avoid strong reactions, if possible, 
and wait for meaningful progress: 
minor tensions will soon lead to 
healthy discussion and workable 
agreements. After Wednesday, bosses 
or managers may demand added job 
dedication: expect new group 
instructions and last minute assign- 
ments. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Home 

decisions are best avoid- 
Sagittarius ed over the next few 
; days. At present, loved 
ones may need extra private time to 
adjust to changing workplace 
demands, family obligations or long- 
term financial commitments. Offer 
practical support and timely advice: 
minor social events and daily expec- 
tations can now be easily delayed. 
After Friday, respond honestly to the 
business aspirations of a close friend: 
private projects and creative partner- 
ships will soon work strongly in your 


favor. 
© 22-Jan. 20) A long-term 
: friend may this week 
Capricart require delicate advice. 
Family approval, rare home propos- 
als and quickly changing marital sta- 
tus may be on the agenda. Encourage 
public confidence and honest disclo- 
sure: close relatives will not easily 
accept private decisions, poorly 
timed announcements or lingering 
secrecy. Later this week, an unex- 
pected romantic invitation may trig- 
ger controversy. Avoid all workplace 
flirtations and triangles, if possible: 
tensions are high. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS — (Jan. 
AN 21-Feb. 19) Gossip and 
Aquarives romantic speculation may 

be unusually distracting 
over the next few days. Enjoy private 
moments with trusted friends but, if 
possible, avoid group discussion. 
Someone close may now wish to 
reveal personal information concern- 
ing a mutual friend or new lover. The 
social consequences are unpre- 
dictable: remain quietly dedicated to 


established ethics. Late Friday, a 
loved one may demand a bold dis- 
play of public affection. Go slow and 
trust your first instincts. 


PISCES. (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Family mem- 
bers may this week be 
briefly moody or distant. 
Refuse to be. derailed by social doubt 
or negative attitudes: loved ones may 


Pisces 


now need extra time to evaluate 


recent financial changes or career 
improvements. After mid-week, a 
powerful wave of insight and sensi- 
tivity is due to arrive. Watch for 
friends and lovers to quickly resolve 
inner conflicts, suggest unique group 
invitations or propose highly creative 
social activities. Don't hesitate to join 
in: your approval will be appreciated. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Newly proposed love affairs are best 
avoided over the next seven weeks. 
At present, romantic passions are 
extremely high: expect unusual 
social complications over the next 
two months. Already established 
relationships will not experience 
adverse affects. Remain cautious, 
however, and listen closely to the pri- 
vate family needs of long-term part- 
ners. Prior to Nov. 8, group involve- 
ment and family disagreements may 
intensify. Stay balanced and expect 
worthwhile agreements to emerge by 
early December. Throughout the 
winter months, business promises 
may be unreliable. Government offi- 
cials and large agencies will take 
extra time finalizing agreements or 
issuing decisions. Remain patient 
and watch for added financial per- 
missions or new information to 
arrive shortly after mid-March. 
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Volleyball team gets fired up after loss 


Volleyball team puts 
forth great effort in 


tournament. 


By JAY COOREY 
Sports Editor 


Reape 
Knights vol- 
leyball team 
is getting 
stronger with 
every tourna- 
ment they 
play. This 
Sunday at the 
FH FOnlsyaOukse 


team pushed their record to 5-6 
on the year. 

Though they got three wins, 
it was one of their losses that 
was the most inspiring for the 
Knights. Against a powerhouse 
Naval Prep, Northern Essex lost 
its first game, 30-7. 

“They had been scoring left 
and right all day,” said MacAvoy. 

When it looked all over in the 
deciding second game, with the 
Knights trailing by 15 points, 
they came together to put togeth- 
er a strong comeback. Though it 
would go on to lose the game 30- 
23, the Knights made a statement 
that it was a team that would not 
quit. 


TT St Ge 


It was such a great experience. 


The 


entire gym stopped to watch us play. 


-Sue MacAvoy, Knights Volleyball coach 


Invitational Volleyball 
Tournament, the Knights looked 
strong, breaking even with three 
wins and three losses. 

With wins against Hudson 
Valley Community College, 
Hesser College, and region rival 
Holyoke, the Northern Essex 


“It was such a great experi- 
ence to see them gel and improve 
like they did,” said head coach 
Sue MacAvoy. “The entire gym 
stopped just to watch that game.” 

_Coaches from other teams 
actually went to MacAvoy to 
congratulate the team, making 


note that not too many. teams 
ever come back against Naval 
Prep. 

Lauren Mears was the team 
leader with nine kills and a pair 
of _ blocks, and Amanda 
Jankowski added six kills. 

The Knights continued its 


Lauren Mears played 
great during the Knights’ 
strong tournament. 


defense of the Division 
Championship at home on 
October third at home against 
Hesser College. 

“I'd say we have a great 
chance at defending after that 
tournament,” added MacAvoy. 


Four downs of NFL 


A breakdown of the 
first quarter of the 
2006 NFL season 


By TYLER PAGLEY 
Contributing Reporter 


As hard as it is to believe, 
one quarter of the 2006 NFL 
season is history. The first four 
weeks have been filled with 
mind-boggling plays, dramatic 
issues and just plain good old- 
fashioned football. 

4th Down 

The season's first quarter 
fourth down goes to our beloved 
Patriots. You’ve heard the criti- 
cism, whether it was “The arro- 
gance is catching up with them,” 
or “Brady is becoming an imma- 
ture QB without his receivers.” 
Playing the Cincinnati Bengals 
on Sunday didn't help the 
Patriots’ chances to another run 
at the Super Bowl. However, 
Brady and his bunch hushed all 
critics by defeating the Bengals, 
and it wasn't just a rattle of the 
kittens' cage. New England 
went into Cincinnati and defeat- 
ed Carson Palmer and the pow- 
erhouse Bengals by a final score 


of 38-13. Exactly. Take that 
critics. 
3rd Down 


Down number three goes to 
the Dallas Cowboys. After a 
week of everything that they 
could have done without, they 
went into Tennessee and defeat- 
ed the Titans 45-14. The week 


leading up to the game was 
filled with drama, in the well- 
known case of Terrell Owens. 
The broken hand that was 
expected to sideline TO for 2-4 
weeks, and of course, the possi- 
ble suicide attempt (which all 
sides denied, stating it was an 
accident as he apparently mixed 
his pills with supplements, 
sparking an allergic reaction.) 
After all the drama, all the ques- 
tions, all the concerns, this is 
how it played out. The hand 
injury? It kept TO out for zero 
games. The “suicide attempt”? 
No factor. TO caught five pass- 
es, and almost made a spectacu- 
lar touchdown catch in the back 
of the end zone, but was later 
reviewed as a no-catch. 

2nd Down 

For down number two, we go 
back to week two. Second down 
goes to the New York Giants. 
Down 24-7 in the fourth quarter, 
the G-Men rallied behind QB 
Eli Manning to come back and 
stun division rival Philadelphia 
30-24 in overtime. About mid- 
way through the overtime peri- 
od, Manning found playmaker 
Plaxico Burress in the end zone 
to hush Lincoln Financial Field 
and send the Giants home with a 
huge comeback in the young 
season. 

Ist Down 

The biggest story of the 
young season? First down goes 
to none other than the New 
Orleans Saints. After 392 days 
of dealing with the disaster that 


Hurricane Katrina left behind, 
the Saints played inspired foot- 
ball by defeating division rival 
Atlanta 23-3. The win included 
a solid defensive effort, in 
which New Orleans sacked 
playmaker Michael Vick five 
times. Reggie Bush put on a 
show once again, with both run- 
ning and receiving, and QB 
Drew Brees was sensational. 
The inspired Saints earn Down 
Number One. x 

Sideline 

The sideline play, or biggest 
bonehead play, of the season's 
first quarter goes to defensive 
tackle Albert Hayneswoth of the 
Tennessee Titans. Mr. Smart 
was involved in an incident in 
which he blatantly stomped on 
the head of Dallas center Andre 
Gurode while Gurode had his 
helmet off. Titans coach Jeff 
Fisher apologized to Dallas 
coach Bill Parcels, and intends 
to deal with Haynesworth in a 
serious manner. Haynesworth 
offered a not-so-genuine sound- 
ing apology following the game. 

Momentum Shift 

The Momentum Shift of the 
first quarter goes to WR Santana 
Moss, who caught the game 
winning TD pass in overtime to 
lead the Redskins to victory 
over the high-powered Jags. 
Moss caught the 70-yard bomb 
from quarterback Mark Brunell 
and never looked back on his 
way to the end zone, sending the 
Skins and their fans all home 


happy. 


NECC Results and 
Statistics for 
Holyoke Invitational 


Northern Essex vs. 
New Hampshire 
Technical College (L) 
28-30, 30-26, 12-15 
Lauren Mears 3 blocks, 9 kills 
‘Meri Burr 5 kills 
Heather Fritz 2 blocks 
Amanda Jankowski 6 service 
aces 
Colleen Harold 20 assists 


Northern Essex vs. 
Dean College (L) 30-27, 
17-30, 11-15 
Lauren Mears 8 kills 


Amanda Jankowski 10 kills 
Colleen Harold 22 assists 


Northern Essex vs. 
Hudson Valley 
Community College > 
(W) 23-30, 30-21, 15-13 
Meri Burr 15 kills, 6 digs 
Lauren Mears 6 blocks, 14 kills, 
3 aces 


Colleen Harold 32 assists, 6 ser- 
~~ vice aces 


Northern Essex vs. 
Hesser College (W) 30- 
25, 30-24) 

Lauren Mears 8 kills, 

Meri Burr 10 kills, 4 aces 

Heather Fritz 5 kills ' 
Amanda Jankowski 15 kills — 
Jennifer Bencivenga 6 aces 
Colleen Harold, 35 assists 5 

aces ' 


Northern Essex versus 
Naval Prep (L) 7-30, 
23-20 
Lauren Mears 9 Kills 2 blocks 


Amanda Jankowski 6 kills 
Colleen Harrold 23 assists 


Northern Essex versus 
Holyoke (W) 30-28, 30- 
19 
Lauren Mears 10 kills 
Heather Fritz 4 blocks, 5 kills 
Amanda Jankowski 12 Kills, 5 

aces A 
Colleen harrold 16 assists 
Jen Bencevanga 8 assist, 5 aces 


NECC to hold 
baseball clinic 


Baseball team to 
have free events and 
scrimmage. 


Northern Essex Community 
College’s baseball team — 
which made it to the World 
Series of Junior. College base- 
ball last spring — will be in 
Lawrence to conduct a Tuesday, 
Oct. 
eighth grade basebail players 
and to play a Friday, Oct. 6 
against Suffolk 
Both events are 


3 clinic for seventh and 


scrimmage 
University. 
free and open to the public and 
will be held at South Lawrence 
East Field, 165 Crawford St., 
Lawrence. 

The clinic will be held from 
3 to 5 p.m., and all interested 
encouraged to 
attend. Northern Essex’s head 


players are 


coach Kerry Quinlan and his 


_ college players will lead field- 


ing, hitting, throwing and base 
running drills for seventh and 
eighth graders. 
should bring their gloves. 

The scrimmage will be held 


All players 


on Friday, Oct. 6, beginning at 
3:30 p.m. The two teams are 
expected to play about 14 
innings of baseball, finishing 


under the lights at 7 or 8 p.m. 
The college will provide free 
popcorn. 

The scrimmage will be espe- 
cially interesting because two 
players on the 2006 team — 
Waldo Salano of Exeter, N.H. 
and Jeison King of Lowell — 
transferred — to Suffolk 
University this fall. : 

“We're very proud of both 


- Waldo and..Jéison,” said Susan 


MacAvoy, NECC’s athletic 
coordinator. “But we expect to 
give Suffolk some strong com- 
and we hope the 
Greater Lawrence community 
will come out and cheer us on.” 

Last spring, the NECC base- 
ball it to the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
World Series, after winning 
both the NJCAA Region XXI 
Championship the 
Massachusetts Community 
College Athletic Conference 
(MCCAC) State Championship. 

Pitcher Chris Anderson and 
outfielder Jeison King were 
also named to the All New 
England Team and named All 
Americans. Anderson was also 
drafted in the 18th round by the 
Minnesota Twins. 


petition 


team made 


and 


1 


‘ 


' them. 


Page 15 NECC Observer Oct. 4, 2006 


Predicting playoffs Weekly sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


Despite talented 
field, post-season 
could be a snoozer. 


By JAY COOREY 
Sports Editor 


The Boston Red Sox just 
finished one their worst sea- 
sons in recent memory. The 
positive spin on their third- 
place finish is that it snapped 
the eight season second-place 
streak. Let's now take a look 
ahead to the meaningless post- 
season that about three people 
will be watching, while most of 
us ask, “Are the Patriots on 
tonight?” 

AL Division Series: Twins 
over A's in five games. Johan 
Santana out-duels Barry Zito in 
the final game. Upon losing, 
Oakland riots break out in 
response of the A's inability to 
prove the old “pitching wins 
Championships” cliché. Barry 
Zito will be spotted leaving the 
Metrodome wearing a Mets hat. 

Yankees over Tigers in. 4 
games. Finally the Tigers real- 
ize they only have about three 
good players and they should 
have lost 95 games, not won 
Justin Verlander pro- 
vides only Tigers win as the 
New York “Juicers” shamefully 
take the series. 

NL Division series: San 
Diego over St. Louis in 4 
games (give Carpenter and 
Pujols at least one win) in a 
rematch of last year's division 
series. Giving up 12 runs in his 
‘only start, Jason Marquis is 
spotted in the corner of the 
clubhouse after the game cry- 
ing in the fetal position and 


exclaiming, “I did my best!” 

Los Angeles over NY Mets 
in five games. Pedro's absence 
looms large as Steve Trachsel 
just can't seem to fill ace sta- 
tus. The two wins for New 
York come in slugfest fashion. 
Grady Little will finally realize 
that leaving pitchers in until 
the eighth inning after giving 
up two straight hits is a very, 
very bad move. Subsequently, 
Derek Lowe never gets through 
the sixth. 

AL Champ. Series: Twins 
over Yankees in 6 games 
(Santana edges Mauer as LCS 
MVP). All baseball writers 
across America are baffled that 
their perennial World Series 
favorite lost for the sixth 
straight post-season. 

NL Champ. Series: Red 
Sox West over Red Sox West 
(oops, I mean Dodgers over 
Padres) in seven games. It is 
already written that a former 
Red Sox will win the series 
MVP. 

World Series: Twins over 
the Dodgers in six games: 
Dodgers win NL's first World 
Series game since 2003, only to 
come to the horrifying reality 
that there are more games in the 
series. And the series MVP 
will be...well, again it will be 
Santana. 

Now anybody who says they 
are excited for these playoffs 
stand up, because you're all in 
The off-sea- 
son will likely be more enter- 


the wrong state. 


taining, as the Red Sox will 
throw their hats into the Barry 
Zito and Jason Schmidt sweep- 
stakes and search for a closer. 
Zito will likely head to the 
Mets, though the Sox brass 
could open its wallets more and 


pry Zito loose. 

Expect the Red. Sox to try 
offering a package including 
Manny Ramirez for a reliable 
first baseman and exceptional 
starter/reliever. Loretta will be 
gone, and so too may be Mike 
Lowell, who somehow turned 
out to be the best part of the 
Josh Beckett deal. 

The Houston Astros could 
be a sleeper to land Ramirez, as 
it could look to jettison closer 
Brad Lidge, who hasn't seemed 
right since giving up a game 
winning home run to Albert 
Pujols in last years National 
League Championship Series. 
A change of scenery could do 
him wonders. 

It also may not be a bad idea 
to look at Eric Gagne, should 
LA (The real LA team, not the 
one residing in Anaheim) 
refuse to pick up the oft-injured 
closer's contract. From 2002- 
2003, Gagne put 
undoubtedly the most dominant 


together 


seasons a closer has ever had, 
and providing an incentive- 
laden deal could turn out to be 
no-lose for Boston. 

Losing Ramirez also may 
lead to other avenues, such as 
Atlanta's 
Jones, coming off his second 


seeking Andruw 
straight 40 home run season. 
Jones provides gold-glove cal- 
iber defense and Boston gave 
him a hard look at the trade 
deadline this season. 

So there you have it. The 
off-season looks to provide 
more drama and interest than 
the World Series, something 
bound to happen when most of 
the teams are from small-mar- 
ket areas. Just think, spring 
training is just about four 
months away. 


Johnson has encouraging 
bullpen session 


By DouG FEINBERG 
Associated Press 


Randy Johnson was opti- 
mistic after a bullpen session 
that he will start Game 3 of the 
playoffs Friday night. 

Johnson threw 41 pitches 
Sunday under the watchful eye 
of manager Joe Torre, pitching 
coach Ron Guidry and bullpen 
coach Joe Kerrigan. 

“It was surprisingly good,” 
Johnson said. “Everybody was 
more pleased than I was, so I 
guess that's a good thing. My 
only concern is a stiff back.” 

Torre was happy’ with 
Johnson's session and was confi- 
dent the Big Unit will pitch 


against Detroit. Chien-Ming 


Wang will start Tuesday's open- 
er and Mike Mussina will follow 
in Game 2 on Wednesday. 

“We were certainly satis- 
fied,” Torre said. “It didn't look 
like he was restricted. We'll see 
how he feels tomorrow.” 

Torre originally expected 
Johnson to throw only 25 pitch- 
es, but the Big Unit went on to 
throw 41 — his uniform number. 
Johnson is scheduled to throw 
another session 
Wednesday. 

While Johnson didn't have 
full command of his pitches, 


bullpen 


- Guidry was happy with what he 


saw. 
“He threw a lot better as far 
as having not thrown in a week,” 


Guidry said. “He got through 
mechanically speaking. He still 
felt a little stiff and I didn't 
expect him to be real fluid.” 

The bullpen session came a 
day after Johnson threw across 
the outfield grass. 

Johnson last pitched on Sept. 
23, when he gave up five runs 
and seven hits over six innings 
in an 8-0 loss at Tampa Bay. 

The Big Unit was 17-10 with 
a career-high 5.00 ERA in 33 
starts this season. His lower 
back _ stiffness 
September and 
throughout the month. 

If Johnson can't pitch, Jaret 
Wright or Cory Lidle would 
start Game 3. 


began in 
increased 


1.) What do comedian Craig 
Kilborn, former host of “The 
Late Late Show” on CBS, and 
NASCAR racing legend 
Richard Petty have in com- 


mon? 


2.) Tony Boselli has been a 
first-round pick twice. By 


whom? 


3.) The New York Sack 
Exchange chased quarter- 
backs without mercy during 
the 1980s. Name the four 
defensive linemen. 


4.) Who was the first college 
football player to win the 
Outland Trophy and 
Lombardi Award in the same 


season? 


5.) Who won the last Hart 
Memorial Trophy (or MVP 


award) before the infamous 
strike/lockout of 2004-05 in 


the NHL? 
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LEAVE IRAQ, STAY IN IRAQ 


WHAT SHOULD THE U.S. DO? 


KLIK di ke 


A DEBATE 


Featuring: Dr. Stephen Slaner and Dr. Stephen Russell 
Dept. of History, Government, Philosophy & Economics 


WED OCT 11, 12-1:30 
ROOM E-155 


Sponsored by: CONTEMPORARY AFFAIRS CLUB 


For more info contact Dave C-H, President: cutedivaprincess@yahoo.com 


